Notes to Custom Navigator:

SIMPLEX

1. Jersey Simplex-  This workhorse construction has the classic width and length stretch without the use of elastomeric (spandex) fiber.  Spandex can be an issue in industrial applications or in applications where longevity is important.  Spandex can sometimes also have too much give.  These simplex fabrics can stretch and recover without the wah wah stretch of spandex.  If you examine the face and the back of the simplex jersey, you will see virtually no difference. This can be important not only in appearance but in performance and feel.

2. Eyelet Simplex-  The same good characteristics of jersey can be embellished with the addition of an eyelet pattern. Surface interest for apparel end uses such as intimate apparel or athleticwear is provided.

3. Mesh simplex-  The same on the front and the back, possessing an excellent hand and drape and a modern utilitarian look.

4. Pocketed Tubular-  The simplex fabric can be engineered to provide a  series of lengthwise pocketed openings according to the customers needs and specifications.

5. Pattern Fabrics- For apparel, applying an interesting pattern to a workhorse ground fabric can spark the interest of the consumer.  Many patterns are available to fill this need.

6. Engineered Pattern Bands- A lengthwise pattern which repeats across the width can be engineered into a simplex fabric. What you get is a pattern of varied appearance alternating with a solid fabric.  The repeats and widths of the patterns are according to the customer needs.

TRICOT

A. The primary advantages over woven or ciruclar knit products include wide working widths, cost effectiveness and difficulty to unravel or run.

1. Jersey-  Width stretch, drape and hand characterize the jersey tricot. Its thin but very very strong.  Depending on the luster of the yarn, it may appear very bright or dull (matte). Nylon jerseys are used in intmate apparel; panties, bras, slips, lingerie.  They are also good in linings, backings, substrates.

2. Stabilized- Stabilized tricots are engineered to minimize the width and length stretch inherent in knit products.  This category substitutes for woven products wherever a low cost solution is needed.  In automated sewing, where stretch can change the spacing of sewn-in components, stabilized tricots fill the need. When cut into bands as in binding, they have just enough stretch to encompass the raw edge of finished fabrics and it won't unravel!   Where fabric needs to lay flat, where fabric should not neck-in, where fabric that does stretch needs a limiting co-laminate, stabilized tricots will work.

3. Marquisette-  The marquisette pattern is somewhat like a square-holed window pane pattern.  While it may appear to be an interlacing of yarn ends, it is actually a knitted structure which unlike its woven counter part, will not unravel without great effort.  Depending on the construction, marquisettes may be very open or very dense.

4. Satin-  Like its woven counterpart, satin tricots have an exceptionally smooth surface and if bright yarns are used, have a brilliantly lusterous shine.  Unlike its woven counterparts, it will not unravel and it is available in widths up to 120"

5. Meshes- Pattern atlas tricots are a category which include all the eyelet patterns you might see in athleticwear or intimate apparel. There are also meshes for flags and banners which don't unravel and are resistant to wind tear.

6. Nets- The net category of tricot comprise a very wide array of "mostly hole" fabrics of sizes and shapes varying from very tiny to qu;ite large; round to square to hex. Almost any kind of net can be made on a tricot and can be made wide up to 220"!

7. Novelty patterns can be integrated into a tricot base such as florals, dots, stripes, fleur-de-lis, etc.

8. Eyelets are a novelty pattern which include double or single hole eyelets.  The fabric is mostly fabric but has what appear to be perferations throughout.

9. Brushed-Brushed tricot is a tricot where the surface has been mechanically brushed and individual filaments have been randomly raised to impart a soft hand. 

10. Military Spec-  If you are a military contractor, tricots may be a part of your supply chain. We are experienced in meeting the rigorous standards of the military.  We have testing and certification available to the military contractor.

11. Monofilament-Fabrics that are produced from the finest yarns on earth.  These are soft, thin, sheer and can be constructed to perform well in many end uses.

SPACER KNIT FABRICS

B. The relatively new spacer type fabric has yet to achieve its full potential.  Virtually every type of soft goods product that is made is a potential for spacer fabrics. Spacer fabrics can fill a fabric void that has yet to be discerned.

FABRIC ENGINEERING GUIDE

A. Filament yarns are yarns produced through the extrusion process.  The filament is continuous from beginning to end. There is no "hairiness" to the product made from filament yarns unless it is intentionally applied post finishing.

Spun yarns are produced from short pieces of yarn and spun into a single strand.  Upon examination the spun yarn reveals the ends of the short pieces sticking up.

