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// Greece today is a small country, a pawn of great Power pokitcOc

Digtressed by poverty aﬂayﬁistracted by corruption and nternalﬁ;;;I;a

that xerxgzs that has culminated in civil war.

I will divide the raveiw of Wl Gr:ece into two e—*é;g;;gg“

~lhe xayakxpazskErauxdxmaxikax background of tne Left and tie

Background of the fight.

tver since t@ireece became independent of tne’Tﬁrks in 1830
they have been ruled by a monarch.and for some =ignty years 1taey
maintained a precsrious hold on their independence. Great Britain
ljong ago receognizing the stragetic impértance of Greece ins
the “editerreanean ammax managed to control Greece through the
effective but not so obtious device of Economic Imperialism.

Britéin Stabilized the Greek economy with various loanswith interest

; so creat that it managed to saddle the Gre Bxaxzeixfax
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g0 ®EOX budget with debt. ‘E;'IEQﬁIrEQHG—8i%&B%E*—fﬁpe¥%ien—ai-g¥eek
- .lghulAgﬁ—%ﬁe_e&ﬂﬂTfTOﬁ
ineomewxo-pay-e%f*ongtheee*dehis s for

rest - - archy to power after fiorld War 11 was there ple

ole ' ~ gontinue toresszect and pa. towards theri loan o

the IsteTnineteenth cent ry.

Under a new a fiery persoﬁality Eleftherios Venizelos

) Fo
a Turkish Subject natxdxxorxhkuxleadaxshtpxagaxnst b#gggntft "

lrghre~Logr his ie;dg?ggiqégainst the Turks on his naty\e island , Crete
Gfece began a program of expansion. He was installed as prime liniste
in 1910 and lost no time in joining in leag/e w t. Bulbgywaana-ﬁenﬁlé}
for the purpose of attackirnge the lurkg aad partitioning t.ie European po
pr@vinces of the .0t toman empire. [?é addec to hig laurels by defeati
ing the Turks and tnereby gained more«?ﬁrritory for (Greece. .

His popularity brought ¢hu| into open conflict with The lionarch

King Constatine,
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At the outbresk of World % s Constatine~who was related to

the Kaiser did not wish to joMP the Allies and preferred instead o

remaindme neutral. VenizelSos however saw in joing the with the allieq

an oppdrtunity of gaining Constantinople for Grez=ce from the Turks.
~1£;s rivalry.culminated-igﬁg-venizeios deciding on insurrection

especially when his party in an election in 1916 gained a majority

gugxwaxgx and King Constatine refused to appaint Venizelios

Prime iinister. ffe withdrew from fithens and establisned a Govern-

ment in Saloniks in open defiance of the King. He was supported By tne

French and British anxious to have Greece ia onltnerz,side,aﬂﬁg e

e o F o
tﬁropeﬁ@§ front on Bulgaga.'7ﬁe allies forced the “overnment at Atnens
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to come to terms with Venizelods and ceclare him Prime Hinister in
1217. It was an open victory for the revolutionariss and “Yonstantine
was trPced to relinguish 2is throne to to his second son Alexander.
thexsix uXX kXX INE *AXXAXAXXBEBXARA XXENIZEXisEEXdi@d XA WAXEARXAX

taxxyzaxyxx [XXEXNXXNAXXXBXXX These events marks the wegginning

of of two rival and hostile parties. New men representing a new clas
rose to power in in Venizelds wake and shouldered aside the semi-arist-
ocratic families}}no Pad previously excercised a near monopoly of
political leadership?ﬂﬁs we sée a Iormation of a Liberal party
consisting of agrarian and ovarcrowdiﬁg peasants eager to join
Venizelos in his quest for more lands for vreece and on the other hand
the Feoples or Popular party consisting of the old families and
egtablished wea . thy and aristocratic “Yre=ks wnich rallied around the #i
figure of King Constatine. THis rivalry gqsmisxxzd itself ix.the

kaxinx: centerad it's power into two different sections. The North

became strongly Pro-vVenizelist and the South Pro Monarchy. Aeter 19:3



the strugzle took on a constitutional form:royalist versus republican.
After the defeat of Greece in Asia Minor 8y the turks under
Mustapha Kemal and the subaaquent loss of’ﬁgeafpart of Asia Minor
diggurtx popular revulsion against the monarchy that brought aocout
this defeat realized itself and three Venizelist ofiicers , Nicholas
Plastiras, Stylaianos Gonatos and anoikxx Admisral Hadjikyriaxos
gseized control of the Government and invited the then reigning monarch
King George the 11 to 1eéve the country. 1In March 1934 Geoge was
frpmally dethroned and Greece of fiqéilly became a Republic.
By this act the Libergl and associated parties became ind=21ibly stampec
as republican; wnile their major rival Ior political power tane Popular
Party by virtue of its origin and composition favored monarchy. Ihés !
the constitutional issue was created Whici nas distracte. vreck
politics ever since.
the HRepublicand enjoyed A BEXAAEXMAFERKEXX XAX XEXVEXYXAL S XWHE XK AKX ¢
sxxaxxxxxhaxtxkixuux:npuhkxx:nxadmxnistxa:tann. stronz but somewhat
qpsmahxe power until 1935, ,buring this post war period the principal
line of diviesion in Greedk politics remained /royalist and rqpﬂhc*d'
’fﬁe two main groups were in turn extensivély subdiwvided into a large
number of splinter partles./f/;se g8p inter parties generally formed
around some prominet politican. ’Tﬁé suall parties tHrown off the
By the liberals were in gzeneral l=ft of center like the Progressive
party under Yeoge ./afandaris the Democrat#c Socialist Farty of Georgue
Papandreou.
Among the conservatives similair developments took place. After

1924 the main stem of the popular party officially accepted

Republi ;
publicanism but Privately clung to the B
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