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TUES

-SEPT 11 1945
OUR SHIP WAS TIED UP TO ‘ONE’ TO THE P1ERS- IN"SAN FRANSCICO BAY, ALL NIGH
THE GANGWAY WAS BUSY,MEN AND THERR SEABAGS CLINBING UP IT AND THEN TO
BE HUSTLED BELOW I[N THE HOLE WHERE THEY WERE: TO SPEND THE NEXT FEW WEEKS
AS OUR PASSENGERS. A BUNCH OF YOUNG LOOKING FELLOWS,PROBABLY FRESH OUT
OF BOOT CAMPS AND RECIEVING STATIONS, HEADED FOR THE JOB OF REPLACING

~ THE BOYS ON THE [ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC.

SOMETIME DURING THE MORNING WE PULLED IN THE ANCHOR, AND THE TUGS PULLED
AND PUSHED UHE HULK OUT INTO MIDSTEAM. AFTER A LOT 6F WHISTLING AND
TURNING WE FINALLY MADE IT WITH OUT RAMMING A FRIEGHTER THAT WAS RUNNING
AROUND TRYING TO GET OUT OF OUR WAY . THE WIND WAS BLOWING HARD AND COLD
AS WE PASSED UNDER THE GOLDERN GATE BRIDGE,FOR AMINUTE | THOUGHT OUR TOP
MAST WAS GOING TO HIT THE BRIDGE AND BREAK OFF BUT TO MY PLEASANT DI|S-
APPOINTMENT 1T WAS STILL STRAIGHT AS A EVER WHEN | LOOKED BACK AT THE
IRON BEAM STRETCHED ABROSS THE BAY.

| WENT DOWN BELOW TO SLEEP AND GOT UP FOR MY WATCH,GLANCING OUT THE PORT=-
HOLE | CBULD SEE THAT IT HAD BEEN A WONDERFUL TCAY.

VEDWEEREWSEWRWE

WED-

SEPT 12 1945

THE SEA IS VERY CALM WITH VERY LITTLE CLOUDS. HAD AND ARGUMENT WITH ONE

OF THE SAILORS. UP TO NOW WE HAD BEEN PRETTY GOOD FRIENDS,HE WE IGHS AROUND
190 LBS . BUT DOSEN'T KNOW HOW TO USE IT. IT STARTED OVER ME GOOSING HEM
AND HIM CHALLANGING ME TO COME BACK AFTER | HAD RAN FROM HIM. DIDN'T WANT
TO SHOV. THE FELLOWS AROUND | WAS YELLOW, SO BACK | COME. HE WAS SITTING ON
TOP HIS RACK AND SLAFPED ME ON THE HEAD THEN TO MY SURPRISE KICKED ME IN
THE CHIN. | INVITED MIM TO GET DOWN FRON HIS PERCH, AND HE DID, BUT FAST,

HE JUMPED ME AND FORCED ME BACK AGAINST THE BULKHEAD HITTING ME IN THE
HEAD. | FOUND THAT HE WAS AWFULLY HEAVY AND COULKN'T FOR THE BEATING | WAS
TAKING,PUSH HIM OFF. | FIN LLY GOT LOOSE , BUT NOT WITHOUT TAKING A LOT OF
PUNISHMENT ON THE TOP OF THE HEAD, FOR HE WAS A COUPLE OF INCHEB TALLER
THAN |4 WE CLINCHED AND | COULD FEEL HIM BREATHING HARD, HE WAS TIRED AND

| WAS GLAD FOR THAT. PUTTING MY HEAD IN HIS STOMACH | DROVE HIM BACK
AGAINST THE LOCKERS, THEN QUICKLY | BACKED AWAY FROM HIM AND HOOKED MIM IN
THE STOMACK A FEW TIMES. | CAUGHT HIM OVER THE LEFT EYEBROW AND SPLIT IT
WIDE OPEN, THE BDOOD POURED OFF HIM ONTO WW THE TOP OF MY HEAD, | STEPPED
BACKB FOR ANOTHER PUNCH AND HE YELLED QUIT. WE BOTH LEFT THE COMPARTMENT
FAST TO NURSE OUR SOBBS. HE HAD CAUGHT THE INSIDE OF MY MOUTH, AND GAVE

ME SEVERAL BRUISES ON THE FOREHEAD, OTHEF WISE THERE WAS NO SERIOUS DAMAGE .
| WENT TO THE SICKBAY AND FOUND THE PHMATE STICHING HIS EYE UF, | ASKED HIM
DOWN TO THE HOLD TO FINISH UP THE FIGHT, AS | HAD YET GOTTEN NO BATISFACTIOM
FROM WW THE SMALL RESUBRTS. BUT HE WON'T OBLIGE AND | WAKKED AWAY A LITTLE
DISAPPORNTED. THAT WAS ALL FOR TODAY.,

THURS=SEPT 13 1945

NOW | SEE WHY BALBOA CALLED THE PACIFIC BY SUCH A NAME. THE OCEAN IN CONTRAS
WITH THE SKY IS LCARK BUUE, JUST AS THE SKY IS LIGHT. THE WAVES ROLLING IN
LOOK LIKE RIPPLING SILK, AFTER SOME ONE KWAS SHCOK IT. NO SMALL RIPPLES.

ITS GETTING WARMER AND EVERYONE GOES TOPSIDE AS OFTEN AS THEY CAN, INCLUDING
MESELF. THEY ARE BEGGING TO RATION WATER, THE TAPS GO ON WWWERW FIFTEEN
MINUTES EVERY HOUR .

FRIDAY=-SEPT 14 1945

IT IS AMAZ ING HOW CALM CAN GET WITH THE ABSENCE OF THE WIND, AND TODAY IS
WITHOUT WIND. WHICH 1S NOT SO GOOD BECAUSE WE LOSE OUR FAN,OUR ONLY COMFORT
IN SUCH HEAT. FELT THAT MAN IS A HYPOCRITE, AND ARGUED IT WITH ONE OF THE
GUYS. AFTER A WHILE WE LOOKED OUT THE PORTHOLE. THE MOON WAS SHINING

-HE MUST TWNN THINK HIMSELF AS BRILLIANT AS THE MOON, AFTER HIS DISCOURSE

ON MAN.



SAT=SEPT 15 1945 P T ; ;
AFTER A FEW DAYS AT SEA, 1T SEWEMS THAT THE ONLY SUBJECT THAT INTERESTS US
IS THE WEATHEF, WHICH LAYS ON THE SHIP 'LIKE A CLOUD OF STEAM. THEY CUT
DOWN ON THE WATER AGAIN, ITS ON TEN MINUTES EVERY HOCUR, AND THE BOYS ARE
EEGGINING TO LINE UP FOR SHOWERS. NUMEROUS CARD GAMES ARE IN SESSION ALL
OVER THE DECKS AND IN THE COMPARTMENTS. THE TRIP IS BEGGINGNG TO GET BORING
OR ELSE THE BOYS ARE BECOMING WHWWEW TIRED OF LOOKING AT THE WAVES AS THEY

“- BREAK AGAINST THE SHIPS SIDES.

SUN=-SEPT 16 1945
WORD HAS GOUTEN AROUND THAT WE ARE TO SAIL INTO PEAEL HAREOR TOMORROW.
THE SEA IS BLIGHTLY CHOPFY, WITH WHITE CAPS BREAKING HERE AND THERE, OTHER
WISE ITS STILL WONDERFUL SAULNNG WEATHER.

MON=SEPT 17 1945
THE CLOUDS ARE HANGING LOW OVER A CHOPPY SEA. A PLANE CAME OUT FROM PEARL
AND HAD A TOW SLEEVE BEHIND IT, OUR ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS OPENED UF FOR
PRACTICE . JWBT AFTER FIRING, WHICH WAS TAKING UP ALL MY INTEREST, | SAW
THE OUTLINE OF THE ISLAND OF OAHU. WE APPROACHED IT FROM THE SOUTHWEST
SAILING BETWEEN THE LABGEST ISLAND ,HAWAI! AND OAHU OUR DESTINATION FO& THE
FIRST PCRTION OF OUR VOYAGE. OAHU IS THE MAIN ISLAND OF THE HAWAIIAN CHAIN,
+ND HONOLULU ¥ IS LOCATED ON IT. FROM THE SEA IT APPEARS VERY MOUNTAINOUS
AND TO MY EYE UGLY. TO ENTER PEARL HARBOR TAKES GOCD STEERING. YOU SAIL
SKRAIGHT INTO A WIDE BEACH, AND IT SEEMS THAT THERE 1S NO BREAK IN IT, BUT
AS YOU GET NEARER, YOU CAN MAKE OUT THE CHANNEL LEARING [INLAND. THE STREAM
MEANDERS FROM RIGHT TO LEFT, AND | THOUGHT SOMEONE WAS GOING TO NEED A
SHOEHORN TO GET US TO AOUR ANCHORAGE, WE TIED UP TO ANOTHER SMALLER TRANSF-
PBBT, WHICH WAS CROWBED WITH SOLDEERS . OUR SAILOR PASSANGERS AND THE SOLDIER
EXCHANGED CRACKS FOR ABOUT FIVE HOURS. THEN WHE N THEY BECAME TIRED OF
TALKING, JUST SAT AND STARED AN ONE ANOTHER . ALL ARE HEADED BW® FOR OCCUFATI
TION WORK. MOST OF THE SHIPS IN THE HARBOR WERE TRANSPORTS AND SMALL LAND-
ING CRAFT, WITH A FEW HARBOR CRAFT CUTTING THE WATER. THE PLACE RESEMBLES
A BOOM TOWN, WITH EVERYBUILDING ON THE BEACH LOOKING LIKE A BARRACK.
EVERYONE IS TAKKING ABOUT LIBERTY IN MONOLULU, THAT IS OVER THE HIDL .
GUYS ARE BREAKING OUT THERB WHITE UNIFORMS, AND THEN THE WORD |S PASSED OVER
THE LOUD SPEAKER THAT NO LIBERTY IS TO BE GRANTED. SUITS ME, BECAUSE I'M
RESTRICTED FOR FIFTEEN DAYS FOR LOSING MY LIBRERTM CARD IN FRISCO.

TUES=SEPT 18 1945
WOKE UP AND FOUND THAT THE TROOP SHIPS™ CAPE CLEARE"™ HAD PULLED OUT AND IN
TT8 PLACE WAS A FREIGHTER NAMED THE "DANIEL JOHNSTON". LIBERTY IN THIS
PLACE FAVORS THE OFFICERS, ENLISTED MEN ARE ALLOWED ON THE BEACH FROM 9 IN
THE MORNING TO 6 IN THE EVENING. OFFICERS CAN ST/Y OUR ALL NIGHT. THATS A
HELL OF A NOTE, SEEMS TO ME GODS EARTH $HOULD BE FOR ALL PEOPLE AND SO
SHOULD THE WOMEN. AT NIGHT, MANY LIGHTS CAN BE SEEN ON SHORE, GIVES A
GUY THE FEELING OF WANTING TO SEE WHAT THEIR BLINBGING BOR.

WED=SEPT 19 1945
THE SUN SHONE ALL DAY, AND IN THE AFTERNOON THE STARBOARD WATCH WERE ALLOWED
OVER ON THE BEACH FOR A RECREATION PARTY. THEY CAME BECK AROUND FOUR O'CLOCK
STEWED, THEY HAD EEEN DRINKING BEER OVER AT THE CANTEEN. SOME OF THE BOYS
SMUGGLED BACK BEER IN TOMATOE CANS. IT WAS STILL COLD WHEN | DRANK MINE.
IN THE EVENING A GROUP OF NATIVES CAME ABOARD TO ENTERTAIN US. THE GIRLS
DID TBE HULA DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF THE MALE BAND, MADE UP OF FOUR NATIVE
WEN GUYS FROM ONE OP THE NIGHT CLUBS IN HONOLULU. THE GIRLS WERE NICE TO
LODK ON, | COULDN'T TAKE MY EYES OFF THEIR HIPS, MADE ME FEEL WWWE FUNNY
IN THE §TOMACK, KIND OF A JELLY FEELING IN THE 6UTS. EVERY'NE ENBOKRED IT ,
AND THE GIRLS DID A LOT OF GIGGLING IN ANSWER TO THE SHOUTS THEY RECIEVED
FROM THE GUYS, HANGING OFF THE KINGPOSTS AND STANCIONS.
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THURS=-SEPT 20 1945
LEFT PEARL HARBOR EARLY IN THE MORNING,DIDN'T EVEN GET UP TO GET A LAST
LOOK . THE SKY WAS THREANTING RAIN, BUT NO SUCH LUCK. EARLY IN THE AFTERNOON
WE PASSED THE BATTLESHIP MISSOURI, WHEGH WAS ON ITS WAY TO PEARL. SHE HAD
A CAN RUNNING INTERFERENCE AND A CARRIER BLANYING THE BACKFIELD. | W AS
JUST THINKGNG ABOUT ALL THE FUSS THEY'LL MAKE AS SHE STEAMS INTO PORT.
TUGS BLOWING THERR HORNS AND PUSHING HER AROUND., HOUSES @N THE BE.CH WILL
LOOK LIKE STICHS COMPARED TO THIS DREADNAUGHT. ALL EYES WILL BE ON HER.
BUT OUT HERE, WITH THE OCEAN IN FRONT AND ARQUND HER , AND THE SKY BEHIND,
SHE LOOKS NO BEGG ER TNAN A SAILBOAT IN A BATHTUB, AND EVEN LESS IMPORTANT.
LEAVE IT UP TO NATURE TO MAKE THESE MAN MADE MONSTERS LOOK PUNY.

. WHILE WATCHING THE MOVEES, ONE OF THE PASSANGERS FELL OFF HIS PERCH AND
LANDED ON B DECK, A LONG FALL, PHMATES DOING ALL THEY COULD TO SAVE HIWM,
GAVE HIM ARTIFICIAL RESPERATION, AND THE BLOOD POURED OUT OF HIS ASS.

HIS MNOSE,FARS AND EYES BLED. HE DIED IN A FEW MINUTES. SENT RADIO MSG. TO
PEARL TO ADVISE US ON WHAT TO DO WITH THE BODY.

THEY TOLD US TO BURY HIM AT SEA, SO THE SKIPPER ARRANGED IT FOR TOMMORROW
AT NOON.

FRI-SEPT 21 1945
WE BURIED THE DEAD IN THE AFTERNOON. FIRST TIME | HAD WITNESSED A SEA
BURIAL , AND IT WAS VERY IMPRESSIVE AND INTERESTING. ALL DURING THE SEFVICE
WE ARGUED ON THE CHANCES OF THE BODY GETTING CAUGHT IN THE SCREWS. THE
CHAPLAIN SAID A PRAYER, THEN THEY SHOVED THE BODY OVER, HE TBRNED OVER R
FLAT AND HIT THE WATER ON HIS DEAD BELLY, THEN THEY FIRED THE RIFLES,

BLEW TAPS AND HANDED THE FLAG OVER TB THE SKIPPER. THE SUN WAS HOTTER THAN
BEING IN A FURNACE. THE OCEAN LOOKED WIDER AND DEEPER THAN EVER. WHAT A
BIG GRAVE FOR ONE MAN.

SAT-SEPT 22 1945 --SUN-SEPT 23 1945
ALL DAY WE | WAKK AROUND DRIPPING WITH PERSP IRATION, SOAKED WET ALL OF THE
TIME, AND | USUALLY SWEAT VERY LITTLE. THE DECKS ARE RED HOT, CAN'T SKNND
IN ONE PLACE FOR LONG, ONE GUY BURNED THE SKIN OFF HIS FEET, WHEN HE
TOOK HIS SHOES OFF,

WON-TUES -SEPT 28 1945-WED-26 1945
GAINED A DAY ON PASSING THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE 180'/ TTS BEEN RAINGIN
OFF AND ON ALL DAY. THE RAIN JUST SWEEPS IN OUT OF NOWHERES /ND SOAKS
EVERYTNING., BUT THE SEA STILL REMAINS CALM.

THURS=SEPT 27 1945
BEEN AT SEA A WEEK AND THE SIGNS ARE BEGGINGNG TO SHOW. THE CHOW IS GETTING
LESS APPETIZING, EVFRYTHING IS A STEW, WITH BULLY BREEF THROWN,IN. BUT FHING
ARE NOT BAD YET. WATER 1S ON HOUR AND A HALF EVERYDAY, COULDN T GET NEAR
A SPICKET TODAY, BUT WILL TRY TOMMORROW. AGBIN WE WOKE UP TO THE RAIN AND
WENT TO SLEEP WITH IT COMING IN THE PORTHOLES. DON'T WANT TO BWW CLOSE THE
P RTHCLES BECAUSE IT GETS TO HOT, RATHER BE WET THAN STIFILED,ONE GOOD
DEED THE RAIN DOES THOUGH IS CODL THE THE DECKS OFF .

FRI-SEPT 28 1945 -SAT-SEPT 29 1945 -
LIFE FOR THE CREW IS BETTER THAN BEARABLE,BUT |'D REFRAIN FROM SAYING THAT
ABOUT THE POOR PASSENGERS. MOST OF THEW ARE GETTING A GOOD GROWTH OF HAIR
ONT THE CHIN,THE YOUNGER ONES CAN ONMLY AFFORE TO BOAST ABOUT THEIR STUBBLES
ON THE CHIN, THE WATER RATION STILL HASN'T CHANGED. HAD A SHOW COOKED UP
BY THE CREW TONIGHT, THOUGHT IT WAS GOOD CONSEDERAING THE FELLOWS THAT WEE
BRAVE ENOUGH TO GET UP- TO THE MIKE, PLENTY OF RAW JOKES THAT MADE KLL THE
MEN LOOK TO THE CHAPLAIN WHO WAS PRESENT,SEEMS AS THOUGH HIS LAUGHTER
WEANT THAT IT HAD PASSED WW8 ECCLESIASTICAL CENSORS. ONEE IN A WHILE | LIKE
TO PUT IN A BIG WORD,GIVES MY FRIEND YUNCHY A LAUGH TO HAVE WE USE THEM
WRONG. --AS SAWMY WOULD SAY ITS NOT THE HUMIDITY ITS THE HEAT. TRATS ALL
FOR THE WEATHER., QUITE A MAN THIS SAMMY LEVINE, HE'S SOMEWHERE IN HIS
WMIDDLE THIRTIES,AND IS ALWAYS GOOD FOR A LAUGH,NEVER MET A MAN BETTER LIKED
THAN HIM. HE ALWAYS HAS A SAYING,MRAT THE ONLY WAY OUT IS THE PIPE,JUST
PUT IT IN YOUR 1OUTW AND SUCK IT TILL YOUR OUT, USING A SCOTTISH ACCENT IT
CERTAINLY SOUNDS FUNNY, RUMORS ARE THAT WE WILL SIGHT GUAM EARLY TOMBORRW
AFTERNOON. BEEN READING WAGIC MOUNTAIN BY THOWAS WANN, KINDA DEEP BUT |
FIND IF YOU FOLLOW HIM CAREFUULY,ITS WORTH ANY TEN BOOKS PUBLISHED TODAY.
THIS TYPEWRITER IS AN WNDERWODDAWNDWAEWERWNWEY REMINGTON AND IT SWMELLS
THERE WAS A SHIPB FOLLOWING US FOR A FEW DAYS,TODAY IT PULLED AHEAD OF
US,WwE DON'T MIND VERY WUCH,BUT WE DO WISH IT WOULD STICK AROUNDYGET TIRED
OF LOOKING AT THE WATER AND CLCUDS ALL THE TIME.
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RS THE GLOUDS ROSE OF A LOMENT, WE CAUGHT A GLIMPSE OF LAND, FOR THE
NEXT FEW HOURS EVERYONE [IILLED AROUND TOPSIDE, IN ORBER TO LET THE LAND
SEEP IN TO HIS MIND, ROTA WAS THE NAME OF THE ISLAND WE HAD SIGHTED AND
WAS OFF OUR STARBOARD BEAM,ANOTHER HALF HOUR AND THE ISLAND OF G"AWM
BECAME FISIBLE OFF OF OUR PORT SIDE. THERE SHE WAS,FLAT AS A TABLE TOP,
AND RESEMBLING RHE FLIGHT DECK OF A CARRIER, BWE THE |SLAND BROKE UP

INTO SEVERAL LIFFERENT PIECES AS WE APPBOACHED NEARER,UNTIL WE COULD MAKE
OUT VALLEYS AND MOUNTAINS, IT WAS RAINING AS THE SHIP PASSED A HIGH

CLIFF AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE PORT,APRA BY NAME. IT WAS A TYPICAL OCEAN
PORT, SET IN BETWEEN THE PENINSULA WE HWAD FIRST SIGHTED,AND THIS HIGH
BLUFF AT THE-ENTRANCE., A WAN BUILT BREAKWATER WALL ENCLOSED THE SHIPS
INSIDE FROWM THE OCEAN, WE TIED UP TO A BUOY AND LOOKED AROUND. SHIPS OF
ALL DESCRIPTIONS WERE ANCHORED [N THE BAY,INCLUDING THE BATTLESHIP
PENNSYLVANIA,WN THAT WAS IN A FLOATING DRYDOCK FOR.THE PRESENT AS A RESUL
OF A TORPEDO HIT. THE BEAVY CRUISER COLUMBIA WITH HER THREE STAR ADMIRAL
ABOARD,SAT THERE SLEEK AND CLEAN AS AN OPERATING ROOM., | WAS A BIT SUR-
PRISED TO NOTICE THAT THE ORGINAL WW@ CHEESE BOXES WERE THERE,'THE LITTLE
BW LCTYS--ALL TYPES OF MERCHANT SHIPS AND NAVY APA'S FILLED IN THE REST
OF THE WATER, WE HIT THE SACK WITH THE RAIN SPLASHING IN THROUGH THE PORT-
HOLESS

MON-BHAW OCT-1 1945 =~TUES 7CT 2 1945

THIS WAS THE DESTINATION FOR OUR RW 1500 PASSENGERS, BUT ALSO THE BEGGIN-
ING OF OUR POST-WAR EDUCATION, THE WAR HAS BEEN OVER FOR ALMOST TWO MONTHS
AND THE SUBJECT THAT INTERESTS WMOST SERVICEMEN ARE THE PROSPECTS OF HIS
HOMECOMING. THE I|WMMEDIATE PROSPECTS OF THAT DREAM TURNED OUT TO BE VERY
DISCOURGE ING AND DISSAPPOINTING TQ US wHr GATCHED THE SHOW,
AFTER TALKING TO THE VISTTORS,WHO USUALLY CROWD THE DECKS OF AN INCOMING
SHIP,SEEKING THEIR BUDDIES AND BROTHERS, A STORY OF CONFUSION WAS UNCOVERI
TO WME. THIRTY-TWO THOUSAND iIEN WITH ENOUGH POINTS TO BE DISCHARGED WITH
ARE SITTING ON THIS ONE ISLAND WAITING FOR A SHIP GOING BACK TO THE SEARES
COUNTLESS MEN ARE WAITING ON SAIPAN,OKINAWA, LWO JIWMA,TAWARA AND 'ANY OTHEF
SEASHELLS. THEY LIVE IN TENTS AND EAT K-RATIONS WHEN THE FOOD RUNS CUT.
AT THE CANTEEN THERE 1S "0 CANDY BARS, BUT PLENTY OF LEMON DROPS, AND
VERY FEW HAVE EVEN VENTURED WITHIN THREE MILES OF A WQMEN,GOOKS AT THAT,
WE SIT OUT HERE UNABLE TO UNLOAD OUR MEN BECAUSE THEY VE DECIBED THEY
DON T WANT THEM,THEY HAVE NO ROOM FOR THEM, TO ADD TO THE CONFUSION THE
PORT DIRCTOR HAS ORDERED US TO JAPAN,WHILE THE OPBRATING OFFICER TXPRESSES
A wISH TO SEND SCWME BF THE HIGH PCINT JiEN BACK TO THE STATES ON OUR SHIPS
A STALL WATE EXISTS, WWB CONSEQUENTLY WE SIT AND BOAK IN THE PERSISTENT
RAIN, AND WISH THEY'D BREAK OUT THE BEER WE -AVE ABOARD,
IT HAS BEEN WORE THAN THREE WEEKS SINCE |'VE BEEN W8 ON TERRA FIRMA, WOWAW
BUT TODAY 1| GAVE WAY TO MY LOVE OF THE EARTH. A RECREATION PARTY WAS FORM=-
ED TO GO ASHORE AND DRINB THE ISLANDS BEER., NOTNE SEEMED TO KNOW THE
REBOW WHY THEY REFUSED TO LET US BRWWE TAKE OUR CWN BEER WITH US.AND AFTER
HAULING IT FOR SEVEN TrnOUSAND WILES.NUTS=--| WISH | HAD SOME.
THE PICNIC GROUND WAS A SECTION OF CORAL ROCK ALONG BNR SHMALL BEACH.
AUNDREDS OF SAILORS FROM THE ISRAND AND SHIPS IN THE HARBOR LINED UP F(R
THREE CANB OF FORT PITT BEER,| WAS ONE OF THEM. AFTER | GOT MY BEER | WENT
UP ON THE HILL AND VIEWED A USO SHOW BEING SHOWN IN AN OQOUTDOOR BOWL.
THEY WERE OQD VAUDIVILLE ACTCRS AND DID A FINE JOB OF ENTERTAINING US.
WE SAT AROUND FOR A WHILE LONGER,OCCUPYING OURSELVES BY THROWING BITSOF
HELLS INTO THE WATER AND THEN néNT BACK TO THE SHIP,

WED OCT 3 1945 ;

NEW FACES,0BJECTS AND PLACES FASC!NATE THE OBSERVER, AND OFTEN GIVES HIM
A PICTURE,5ARGE IN COMPARASION TO HIS LAST IMPRESSION OF THE SAME VIEW.
AND SO IT 1S WITH THIS HAFBOR,AT THE BEGGINING |T SEEMED TARGE,BUT AFTER
SEVERAL D.YS IT HAS BEGUN TO SHRINK. THE BATTLESHIP,PENNSLYVANIA,LEFT ITS
LRY DOCK AND PASSED OUF STERN,A MONSTROUS PIECE OF STREAML INED STEEL.

BUT THE STEEL MELTED TO A SMALLER SIZE AS MY EYE BECAME ACCOSTOMED TO
STARING AT HER. | AM BEGGINING TO FEEL THE STRAIN OF THOSE CONTIUOUS
RADIO WATCHES -SITTING HOUR AFTER HOUR UNCOFORTABLE BECAUSE OF THE HEAT
AND ALWAYS THAT STEADY DIT-DAH.WENT OVER ON THE BEACH AGAIN,STOOD IN LrNE
FBR BEER ,AND DRANK IT UNDER THE RAIN, WALKD UP TO THE AIRFIELD THRCUGH
THBE MUD WNB ON REACHING THE TOP,WAS SURPRISED TO SEE HOW GREEN THIS
ISLAND WAS INLAND. A FEW JAP PRISONERS WETE WORKING ON THE FIELD, ANL A
COUPLE OF THE BOYS WENT OVER TO MIMIC THEM,THEY IN TURN STARED £ACK AT
THEM,F INALLY THE FELLOWS REATREATED UNDER THE PRISONERS RETURNING STARE.
CURIOUS FOR WE WERE THE VICTORS,SWRNWAEWW AND WHAT A PRICE WE KWAD PAID
TO ENTER THE CIRCUS FOR A LOOK AT THE INMATES.

| TULIRS_ACLT 4 1045



\

~5= Y

FRI-0CT S 1945

WITH THE RAIN CAMP TH. WIND,WHICH WHIPFED UP THE V. ER IN THE HAREOR. IT
WAS ONE IN THE MORNING WHEN WE WERE SUDDENDLY ROUSED FROM OUR TIRED SLEEP,
BY THE SHIPS WARNING HORN. STAND-BY FOR COLLISION ON THE PORT SIDE,ALL
FASSENGERS MOVE OVER TO THE STARBCARDRALL BOATS IN THE WATER=-THROW ALL
BUMPERS OVER THE S|DE.RACING UPTC)!THE DECK AND MY STATION FOR COLLISION

| SAW THE CAUSE FOR THESE HURRIED.EXCITED,ORDERS. OUT 6B A DRIVING RAIN,
THE| BON-HOMME RICHARD-THIRTY THOUSAND TON A LRCRAFT CARRIER, WAS BEARING
DOWN ON US FROM THE STERN. APPARENTLY SHE HAD BROKEN HER VOORING CUE TO THE
STRAIN OF THE ROUGH WATER,AND WAS FLOATING DOWN ON US WITH THE CURRENT.

| RAN OVER TO THE QTARBOARD SIDE,FOR "I COULD SEE THAT IF AND WHEN SHE HIT
HEF FLIGHT DECK WOULD BE OVERLAPFING OUR SUN-DECK AND TEAR THE KING-BBSTS
AND STACK RICGHT OFF-1 DIDN'T WANT TO BE AROUND WHEN THAT HAPPENED. MY
JUDGEMENT WAS WRONG ,BUT ®WHE DID HIT OUR STERN AND TORE A LARCE HOLE IN OUR
HULL WELL ABOVE THE WATER LINE. TUGS CAME OUT FROM THEIR BERTHS AND ADMIST
A CREAT DEAL OF YELLING AND PUSING MANAGED TO PULL HER AWAY FROM US. A FEW
""INUTES LATER THE BIG CARRIER EROKE AWAY FROM THE TUGS AND HIT US AGAIN.
EVER+ONE WAS EXCITED AND ORDERS WERE FLYING AROUND AS FAST AS THE RAIN WAS
C MING DOWN. IT WASN'T UNTIL SHE HIT US THE THIRD TIME WERE WE ABLE TO GO
BsCK TO SLEEP,ALL THE REST OF THE NIGHT THOUGH WAS UNRESTFUL .NOCNONE WAS
HURT ANLC OUR DAMAGE WAS SLIGHT.

SAT=-0CT 6 1945

ALL DAY IT RAINED, 500 HUNDRED MORE MEN LEFT OUR SHIP,IN THE PROCESS OF
CLIMBING DOWN THE CARGO NET,ONE OF THE GUYS BLIPPED AND FELL DOWN INTO THE
LCT,HE WASN'T SERIOUSLY HURT,A FEW BUSTED BONES AND SWOLLEN HEAD. THE LATEST
SCUTTLEBUTT IS THAT WE ARE HEADED FOR SAIPAN=IWO JIMA=-TOKYO-OMINATO=- | KNOW
THIS | TRUE FOR WE SAW THE ORBPERS BY MISTAKE ,WHEN WE LEAVE GUAM IS STILL

A MYSTERY, -GOT A REFORT OF A TYRHOON RAGING BETWEEN GUAM AND SAIPAN,IN

FACT FEPORTS COME IN ALL DAY ON THE TYPHOONS AND THE DAMAGE THEY ARE IN=-

“FLICTING ON CUR SHIPS==THATS BUR GREATEST PROBLEM=--THE INSOLUBLE WEATHER--

SUN OCT 7 1945

-

WE CAME,WE SAW AND IT RAINED. FOR ONE WHOLE WEEK OLD STORMY WEATHER HAS
BEEN ENTERTAIthG US. HOW MUCH LONGER WE WILL STICK AROUND,DEPENDS UPON

HOW LONG IT TAKES TO PIX UFP THAT HOLE IN THE STERN.

QUITE A NUMBER OF VISTTORS HAVE BEEN COMING ABOARD, A FEW DAYS AGO A BROTHEI
OF ONE OF THE FELLOWS IN THE CREW CAME ABCARD. HE HELD THE RANK OF LT JG.
IN THE NAVY AND WAS STATIONED ABOARD A TRANSPORT LIKE OUR OWN. THIS SHIPS
HAD JUST RETURNED FROM JAPAN AND NOW HE WAS GOING OUT AGAIN., THIS TINE
WITH MARINES HEADED FOR, | BELIEVE HE SAID SINGOW,CHINA OORPING TO THIS
GUY, THE CHINESE RED ARMY WAS MARCHING ON THE CITY yAND BElNG THAT GENERAL-
1SSIMO CHIANG KIA G6HER, EITHER LCIC NOT HAVE HIS OWN FORCES THEREW OR THEY
WERE NOT STRONG ENOUGH. THESE AMERICAN MARINES WERE TO HELP OUT., WHAT

EVER THEIR JOB WAS, | SMELL NO GOOD FROM IT. --SO THE WAR IS OVER WITH-BAM !

MON O0CT 8-TUES-OCT ©

ORDERS HAVE BEEN CHANGED TO READ -RETURN TO FRISCO, WITH 1750 MEN AND ABOUT
200 OFFACERS,ALL HIGHT POINT MEN. WELL |'M HAPPY ABOUT IT, MAYBE |'LL HAVE
A CHANCE TO GET OFF THE SHIP AND OUT OF THE NAVY. WE WENT OVER TO THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE ISLAND FOR A RECREATION PARTY. AFTER CHUGGING THROUGH A LONG
NARROW CHANNEL WE CAME OUT ON THE SOUTH BIDE OF THE PENISULA. THERE WAS
A REGULAR BEACH RIGGED UP, WITH OPEN SHACKS AND TABI ES WNDERNEATH, WE WAIT-
ED AN HOUR BEFORE WE GOT OUR BEER, BUT IT WAS WORTH IT.THE BEER IN THE CANS
WERE VERY COLD, AND SPURTED OUT lIKE A FOUNTAIN WHEN YOU OPENED THEM. WHEN
IT CAME TI'E TO LEAVE,WE ALL SMELT LIKE HELL AND MY BEARD WAS STIFF FFOM
THE BEER THAT HAD SOAKED IT. BACK ON THE SHIP PREPARATIONS WERE GETTIin
UNDERVAY FOR A SPEEDY DEPARTURE, OUR PASSANGERS CAME ABOARD, MOSTLY C-utES
THEY WERE TANNED, AND THEIR FACES VERY MUCH WEATHER-BEATEN. TPEY ALL WERE
EGIGEBLE FOR DISCHARGE IT WAS ABOUT TIME FOR THE MAJORITY WERE IN THEIR
THIRTIES. BOY HOW 1'D LOVE TO GET OUT, IN FACT MOST OF THE BOYS WANT OUT,
BUT THERES NOTHINGsTO DO EXCEPT WAIT PATlENTLY FOR THE POINTS TO POLE UP.
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WED-OCT 9 1945
| AWOKE TO EE TOKD THAT WE HAD SHOVED OFF FRCM GUAM @700 IN THE MORNING,
| LOOKED OUT OF THE PORTHOLE ‘TO FIND OUT FOR MYSELF AND SURE ENOUGH GUAV
WAS BEGGINING TO SETTLE BACK INTO THE :OCEAN. WITH A STONG TAILWIND CQUR
SHIP MADE GOOD TIME, EVERYBODY ABOARD SETTLED DOWN TO A LONG VOYAGE.
THE SHIP WAS TAKING A STRAIGHT COURSE BACK TO THE STATES,NO STOP-CVERS
WHECH MEANS,THAT THE PIECE OF LAND WHICH THE OCEAN HAD JUST SWALLOWED UP
WAS TO BE THE LAST LOOK AT LAND UNTIL WE HIT THE STATES-TWO WEERS AT THE
LEAST .OH WELL MIGRT AS WELL SETTLE BACK AND HOPE FOR A CALM SEA.

THURS 0CT 10~ 1945
SQUALLS CONTIUALLY SWEEP OVER US AND SPIT ON THE SHIP,OTHERWISE THE SUN
1S SUPREME .HEARD OVER THE RADIO THAT A CONINGUENT OF MARlNES HAD LANDED
®N NORTH CHINA. WHICH REMINDED VE OF THE ACCOUNT | HAD WRITTEN UP A FEW
PAYS BACK. THE STORY GIVEN BY THE RADIO WAS SOMEWHAT DISTORTED OR | WAS
SCREWED UP. ANYWAY HERE IT IS=-<~I'EL QUOTE THEIR TRANSMISSION,
UMITED STATES MARINES AGAIN HAVE LANDED IN NORTH CHINA THIS TIME TO HELP
GENERALISSIMO CHIANG KIA SHEK AND ACT AS A COLLECTION AGENCY FOR PERSONS
TO BE SURRENDERED BY THE JAPANESE, THE MARINES V.ENT ASHORE SUNDAY WITH
THEIR OWN TANKS ANB ARTILLEFY ALL PREFARED FOR TROUBLE. A SMALL MARINE
ADVANCE PARTM HAS BEEN HERE SINCE SEPTEMBER TWENTWITHTH BUT SUNDAY'S LANDIN
WERE IN STRENGHT-=UNQUOTE-- FROM ALL THIS | COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT
CERTAIN GROUPS IN AMERICA AND ANY OTHER COUNTRY WITH INTERESTS IN THE FAR
FAST ARE DETERMINED NOT TO HAVE COMMUNISM HAVE A SAY IN THIS REGION OF
THE WORLD,MAINLY THE FAR EAST. YEP, AMERICANS ARE GO 'NG TO HAVE TO SHED
BLOOD AGAIN IN ORDER TO MAKE THE PATH CLEAR FOR CONTINUED PROFITS AND PCWER
WHICH THE MONEY-WELDERS LIVE BYL,AND ARE GOING TO DEMAND.--THANK YOU FOR THE
PEACE ,THANK YOU FOR VICTORY, THANK GOD THE WWBWW END OF THE WAR 1S HERE,
THATS WHAT THEY SAID IN THE CHURCHES AND WHORE HOUSES---BULLSHIF,

FRI=-CCT 11--(CT 12 SAT--1945

MNOTHING NEW NOR EXCITING HAS OCCURED, ! NLESS | WRITE ABOUT THE THOUGHTS
THAT HAVE BEEN FILTERING IN AND OUT AGAIN. GOSH IT WCULD BE NICE TO HAVE
My OWN HOME, AND THEN IT CCSTS TO MUCH--AH=-SHIT WISH | HAD A WOMAN TO GET
IN BEDWITH,
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EXCUSE ME FOR MAKING SUCH A MESS OF TH$S PAGE .

HAVE BEEN STANDING OUR WATHES FAITHFULLY BUT NOT WITH MUCH ENTHWSAISM,ITS
JUST THAT I'M GETTING SICK OF THE DAMN ROUTINE AND GETTING RATHER ENVICUS
OF THE FELLOWS WE ARE TAKING BACK TO BE DISCHARGED. FIRGUED OUT MY OWN
POINTS TODAY AND FOUND THAT | HAVE A MEASLY 391/2 NEXT MONTH | OUGHT TO
GAIN ANOTHER FOINT AND A CUARTER. AGAIN WE FIND OURSELVES CONSTANTLY TALK~-
IND AND THINKING OF DISCHARGE .

SUN-COT 13-MON OCT14- TUES=-OCT 1S 1945

NO SA1LoR COULD ASK FOR BETEER SAILING WEATHER, ITS LIKE A FIFTH AVENUE
BUS RIDE,NO BUMPS NO ROOLS BUT BORING. THE WEATHER HAS BECOME COOLER
SINCE WE'VE BEEN TAKING A NORTHERLY COURSE , BY NOW WE SHOULD BE ABOUT
TWENTY NINE OR THIRTY. TEGREES NORTH. CARD GAMES ARE NUMEROUS,PLENTY OF
MONEY BEING WON AND LOST ABOARD.
FELLOWS ,ESPECIALLYTHE YOUNG GUYS WHO ARE THE DREAMERS, THAT HAVE LOW
POINTS, LIE IN THEIR RACKS GAZING UP ON THE OVERHEAD, TRYING TO FORM A
PICTURE OF THEIR DREAMS, BUT NO SOAP, ONLY A BLANK FICTURE. IN SOME WAYS
| HAVE A COMPASSION FOR THESE GUYS WHO HAVE ANOTHER YEAR OR SO TO SVEAT
OUT IN THE SERVICE.
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0BT 23 TUES 1945- 73
| KNEW THE WEATHER COULDN'T BE SO CALM FOR SUCH A LONG PERIOD OF
TIME., THFE STORM HIT US LAST NIGHT,AND IS POUNDING US ALL CVER
THE OCEAN. WATER HITTING THE DECK ABOVE ME,SOUNDS LIKE A HOUSE
HAS BEEN DROPPED ON TOP OF US. ITS COLD AND WITH THE STROM THE
PEOFLE ~RE VERY UNEASY. FELLOWS THROWING UP IS A COMMON SIGHT,
AS FOR MY SELF, I'VE BEEN ABLE TO KEEP MY MIND OFF OF THE SWAYING.
SLEEPING IS NOT EASILY DONE, BEAUSE OF THE MOTION O F THE SHIP,.
YOU MOVE AROUND IN CIRCLES WHILE YOU LIE IN YOUB SACK. THE ENTIRE
SACK MOVES UP THEN W@W OVER TO THE SIDE AND DOWN, GOOD MOTION FOR
INTERCOURSE, BUT LOUSY FOR THE STOMACK. MOCST OF THE TIME | FIND
MYSELF SHIVERING, WHICH IS TUE TO THE SUDLCEN CHANGE IN CL IMATE.
WRAFF ING YOURSELF UP WITH CLOTHES DOBSN'T BDUWANW HELP, ONLY THING
LEFT IS TO STAY UP ALL THE TIVE AND DRINK COFFEE.
TWO WEEKS AT SEALA LONG TIME FOR ANYBODY,I'LL BE GLAD WHEN THIS
IS OVER. BUT THEN AGAIN | BELIEVE | WILL MISS THE WATER AND SHIFS
AFTER SAYING THAT I'D BETTER GET OFF SOONLELSE |'LL FIND MYSELF
SIGNING OVER IN THES OUTFIT.
FOOD ISN'T WHAT IT SHOULD BE,BUT WHY COMFLAIN,ONLY ONE MORE DAY
AND PERHAPS 1'LL GET OFF AND OUT . WHAT WOULD | LIKE FOR A WMEAL.
AH, BOWHWWBRWBWWWY BAKED POTATOE, THICK STEAK SET ON ONE PLATE.
CORN,LETTUCE AND FTOMATOES,AND A SEPAFATE DISH OF CUCOMBERS SOAKED
IN VINEGAR, FOR DESERT CAKE AND TEA,THEN ANOTHER GLASS OF TEA WITH
A LEMON. A CIGARKETTE ,AND A GOOD GUY LIKE YOUNCHY TO THROW THE
EULL WITH,WHAT A LIFE. ---FOR SUPFER WE'LL GO AND GET A STRICKLY
KOSHER MEAL, BOY I'M GOING NUTS THINKING ABOUT IT, AFTER SUFPER
THOUGH 1'D VANT £ GIRL WITH A BED THROWN IN UNDER HER.
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SUN=-SEPT 30-1945
AS THE CLOUDS ROSE COF A OMENT, WE CAUGHT A GLIWMPSE OF LAND, FOR THE
NEXT FEW HOURS EVERYONE i'ILLED AROUND TOPSIDE, IN OREER TO LET THE LAND
SEEP IN TO HIS WIND, ROTA WAS THE NAWE OF THE ISLAND WE HAD SIGHTED AND
WAS OFF OUR STARBOARD BEAM,ANOTHER HALF HOUR. AND THE ISLAND OF CGUAWM
BECAME WISIBLE OFF OF OUR PORT SIDE. THERE SHE WAS,FLAT AS A TABLE TOP,
AND RESEMBL ING THE FlIGHT DECK OF A CARRIER. WWW THE ISLAND BROKE UP
INTO SEVERAL DIFFERENT PIECES AS WE APPBOACHED NEARER,UNTIL WE COULD MAKE
OUT VALLEYS AND MOUNTAINS, IT WAS RAINING AS THE SHIP PASSED A HIGH
CLIFF AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE PORT,APRA BY NAME. IT WAS A TYDKCﬁL OCEAN
PORT, SET IN BETWEEN THE PENINSULA WE HWAD FIRST SIGHTET,AND THIS HIiGH
BLUFF AT THE-ENTRANCE, A WAN BUILT BREAKWATER WALL ENCLOSED THE SHIPS
INSIDE FROWM THE OCEAN. WE TIED UP TO A BUOY AND LOOKED AROUND. SHIPS OF
ALL DESCRIPTIONS WERE ANCHORED IN THE BAY, INCLUDING THE BATTLESHIP
PENNSYLVANIA,WN THAT WAS IN A FLOATING DRYDOCK FOR.THE PRESENT AS A RESUL’
OF A TORPELO HIT. THE BEAVY CRUISER COLUMBIA WITH HER THREE STAR ADMIRAL
ABOARD,SKT THERE SLEEK AND CLEAN AS -AN OPERATING ROOM. | WAS A BIT SUR-
PRISED TO NOTICE THAT THE ORGINAL Wwa CHEESE BOXES WERE THERE, THE LITTLE
BW LCTYS--ALL TYPES OF MERCHANT SHIPS AND NAVY APA'S FALLED I'N THE REST
OF THE WATER. WE HIT THE SACK WITH THE RAIN SPLASHING IN THROUGH THE PORT-
HOLES,
MON-BHAW OCT-1 1945 -TUES °CT 2 1945
THIS WAS THE DESTINATION FOR OUR WW 1500 PASSENGERS, BUT ALSO THE BEGGIN-
ING OF OUR POST-WAR EDUCATION, THE WAR HAS BEEN OVER FOR ALMOST TWO MONTHS
AND THE SUBJECT THAT INTERESTS MOST SERVICEMEN ARE THE PROSPECTS OF HIS
HOMECOMING. THE I|WMMEDIATE PROSPECTS OF THAT DREAM TURNED OUT TO BE VERY
DISCOURGEING AND DISSAPPOINTING TOQ US WHN HATCHED THE SHOW,
AFTER TALKING TO THE VISTTORS,WHO USUALLY CROWD THE DECKS OF AN INCOMING
SHIP,SEEKING THEIK BUDDIES AND BROTHERS, A STORY OF CONFUSION WAS UNCOVERIL
TO ME. THIRTY-TWO THOUSAND MEN WITH ENOUGH POINTS TO BE DISCHARGED WITH
ARE SITTING ON THIS ONE ISLAND WAITING FOR A SHIP GOING BACK TO THE SRARES
COUNTLESS WMEN ARE WAITING ON SAIPAN,OKINAWA, LWO JIMA,TAWARA AND 'ANY OTHEF
SEASHELLS, THEY LIVE IN TENTS AND EAT K-RATIONS WHEN THE FOOD RUNS OUT.
AT THE CANTEEN THERE 15 "0 CANDY BARS, BUT PLEMTY OF LEMON DROPS, AND
VERY FEW HAVE EVEN VENTURED WITHIN THREE MILES OF A WOQMEN,GOOKS AT THAT,
WE $1T OUT HERE UNABLE TO UNLOAD OUR MEN BECAUSE THEY VE DECIBED THEY
DON T WANT THEM,THEY HAVE nNO ROOM FOR THEM, TO ADD TO THE CONFUSION THE
PORT DIRCTOR HAS ORDERED US TO JAPAN,WHILE THE OPBRATING OFFICER CXPRESSES
A WISH TO SEND SCOME BF THE HIGH PO]NT iJEN BACK TO THE STATES ON OUR SHIPS
A STALL WATE EXISTS, WWBW CONSEQUENTLY WE SIT AND BOAK IN THE PERSISTENT
RAIN, AND WISH THE?'D BREAK OUT THE EBEER ‘E HAVE ABOARD,
IT HAS BEEN MORE THAN THREE WEEKS SINCE |'VE BEEN WH ON TERRA FIRMA, WEWAW
BUT TODAY | GAVE WAY TO MY LOVE OF THE EARTH. A RECREATION PARTY WAS FORM-
ED TO GO ASHORE AND DRIN& THE |SLANDS BEER. NOTNE SEEMED TO KNOW THE
REBON WHY THEY REFUSED TO LET US BRWWW TAKE OUR CWN BEER WITH US,.AND AFTER
HAULING IT FOR SEVEN TnOUSAND WILES.NUTS=-| WISH | HAD SOME,
THE PICNIC GHOUND WAS A SECTION OF CORAL ROCK ALONG BNE SWALL BEACH.
HUNDREDS OF SAILORS FROWM THE ISBAND AND SHIPS IN THE HARBOR LINED UP FIR
THREE CANB OF FORT PITT BEER,! WAS ONE CF THEM. AFTER | GOT MY BEER | WENT
UP CN THE HILL AND VIEWED A USO SHOW BEING SHOWN IN AN OUTDOOR BOWL.
THEY WERE OQD VAUDIVILLE ACTCRS AND DID A FINE JOB 0OF ENTERTAINING US,
WE SAT AROUND FOR A WHILE LONGER,OCCUPY¥ING OURSELVES BY THROWING BITSOF
HELLS INTO THE WATER AND THEN WENT BACK TO THE SHIP,
WED OCT 3 1945
NEW FACES,0BJECTS AND PLACES FASC!NATE THE OBSERVER, AND OFTEN GIVES HIM
A PICTURE EARGE IN COMPARASION TO HIS LAST IMPRESSIOW OF THE SAME VIEW.
AND SO IT 1S WITH THIS HAFBOR,AT THE BEGGINING |T SEEMED TARGE,BUT AFTER
SEVERAL D.YS IT HAS BEGUN TO SHRINK. THE BATTLESHIP,PENNSLYVANIALLEFT ITS
LRY DOCK AND PASSED OUF STERN,A MONSTROUS PIECE OF STREAMLINED STEEL.
BUT THE STEEL MELTED TO A SMALLER SIZE AS MY EYE BECAME ACCOSTOMED TO
STARING AT HER. | AM BEGGINING TO FEEL THE STRAIN OF THOSE CONTIUOUS
RADIO WATCHES -SITTING HOUR AFTER HOUR UNCOFORTABLE BECAUSE OF THE HEAT
AND ALWAYS THAT STEADY DIT-DAH,WENT OVER ON THE BEACH AGAIN,STOOD IN LFNE
FBR BEER ,AND DRANK IT UNDER THE RAIN. WALKD UP TO THE AIRFIELD THRCUGH
THE MUD WNU ON REACHING THE TOP,WAS SURPRISED TO SEE HOW GREEN THIS
ISLAND WAS INLAND. A FEW JAP PR?SONERS WETE WORKING ON THE FIELD, ANL A
COUPLE OF THE BOYS WENT OVER TO MIMIC THEM,THEY IN TURN STARED EKCK AT
THEM FINALLY THE FELLOWS REATREATED UNDER THE PRISONERS RETURNING STARE.
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THURS-SEPT 20 1945
LEFT PEARL HARBOR EARLY IN THE MORNING,DIDN'T EVEN GET UP TO GET A LAST
LOOK . THE SKY WAS THREANTING RAIN, BUT NO SUCH LUCK. EARLY IN THE AFTERNOON
WE PASSED THE BATTLESHIP MISSOURI, WHECH WAS ON ITS WAY TO PEARL. SHE HAD
A CAN RUNNING INTERFERENCE AND A CARRIER BLANYING THE BACKFIELD. | W AS
JUST THINKGNG ABOUT ALL THE FUSS THEY'LL MAKE AS SHE STEAMS INTO PORT.
TUGS BLOWING THERR HORNS AND PUSHING HER AROUND. HOUSES BN THE BE,CH WILL
LOOK LIKE STICKS COMPARED TO THIS DREADNAUGHT. ALL EYES WILL BE ON HER,
BUT OUT HERE, WITH THE OCEAN IN FRONT AND AROUND HER , AND THE SKY BEHIND
SHE LOOKS NO BEGG ER TNAN A SAILBOAT IN A BATHTUB, AND EVEN LESS IMPORTANT.
LEAVE IT UP TO NATURE TO MAKE THESE MAN MADE MONSTERS LOOK PUNY.
WHILE WATCHING THE MOVEES, ONE OF THE PASSANGERS FELL OFF HIS PERCH AND
LANDED ON B DECK, A LONG FALL. PHMATES DOING ALL THEY COULD TO SAVE HIM,
GAVE HIM ARTIFICIAL RESPERATION, AND THE BLOOD POURED OUT OF HIS ASS.
HIS MNOSE,EARS AND EYES BLED. HE DIED IN A FEW MINUTES. SENT RADIO MSG. TO
PEARL TO ADVISE US ON WHAT TO DO WITH THE BODY.
THEY TOLD US TO BURY HIM AT SEA, SO THE SKIPPER ARRANGED IT FOR TOMMORROW
AT NOON.

FRI-SEPT 21 1945
WE BURIED THE DEAD IN THE AFTERNOON. FIRST TIME | HAD WITNESSED A SEA
BURIAL , AND IT WAS VERY IMPRESSIVE AND INTERESTING. ALL DURING THE SEFVICE
WE ARGUED ON THE CHANCES OF THE BODY GETTING CAUGHT IN THE SCREWS. THE
CHAPLAIN SAID A PRAYER, THEN THEY SHOVED THE BODY OVER, HE TBRNED OVER KW
FLAT AND HIT THE WATER ON HIS DEAD BELLY, THEN THEY FIRED THE RIFLES,
BLEW TAPS AND HANDED THE FLAG OVER T8 THE SKIPPER. THE SUN WAS HOTTER THAN
EEING IN A FURNACE. THE OCEAN LOOKED WIDER AND DEEPER THAN EVER, WHAT A
BIG GRAVE FOR ONE MAN.

SAT-SEPT 22 1945 --SUN-SEPT 23 1945
ALL DAY WH | WAKK AROUND DRIPPING WITH PERSPIRATION, SOAKED WET ALL OF THE
TIME, AND | USUALLY SWEAT VERY LITTLE. THE DECKS ARE RED HOT, CAN'T SANND
IN ONE PLACE FOR LONG, ONE GUY BURNED THE SKIN OFF HIS FEET, WHEN HE
TOOK HIS SHOES OFF.

WON-TUES -SEPT 28 1945-WED-26 1945
GAINED A DAY ON PASSING THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE 180/ TTS BEEN RAINGIN
OFF AND ON ALL DAY. THE RAIN JUST SWEEPS IN OUT OF NOWHERES /ND SOAKS
EVERYTNING. BUT THE SEA STILL REMAINS CALM.

THURS=SEPT 27 1945
BEEN AT SEA A WEEK AND THE SIGNS ARE BEGGINGNG TO SHOW. THE CHOW IS GETTING
LESS APPETIZING, EVERYTHING IS A STEW, WITH BULLY EEEF THROWN,IN. BUT FHING
ARE NOT BAD YET. WATER 1S ON HOUR AND A HALF EVERYDAY, COULDN'T GET NEAR
A SPICKET TODAY, BUT WILL TRY TOMMORROW. AGSIN WE WOKE UP TO THE RAIN AND
WENT TO SLEEP WITH IT COMING IN THE PORTHOLES. DON'T WANT TO ®WW CLOSE THE
P RTHCLES BECAUSE 1T GETS TO HOT, RATHER BE WET THAN STIFILED,ONE GOOD
DEED THE RAIN DOES THOUGH 1S CODL THE THE DECKS OFFf .,

FRI-SEPT 28 1945 -SAT-SEPT 29 1945
LIFE FOR THE CREW |S BETTER THAN BEARABLE,BUT |'D REFRAIN FROM SAYING THAT
ABOUT THE POOR PASSENGERS. MOST OF THEW ARE GETTING A GOOD GROWTH OF HAIR
ONT _THE CHIN,THE YOUNGER ONES CAN OMLY AFFORD TO BOAST ABOUT THEIR STUBBLES
ON THE CHIN. THE WATER RATION STILL HASN'T CHANGED. HAD A SHOW COOKED UP
BY THE CREW TONIGHT. THOUGHT IT WAS GOOD CONSEDERAING THE FELLOWS THAT WEE
BRAVE ENOUGH TO GET UP- TO THE MIKE, PLENTY OF RAW JOKES THAT WADE KLL THE
MEN LOOK TO THE CHAPLAIN WHO WAS PRESENT,SEEMS AS THOUGH HIS LAUGHTER
MEANT THAT IT HAD PASSED WW6 ECCLESIASTICAL CENSORS. ONEE IN A WHILE | LIKE
TO PUT IN A BIG WORD,GIVES MY FRIEND YUNCHY A LAUGH TO HAVE ME USE THEM
WRONG. --AS- SAUMY WOULD SAY ITS NOT THE HUMIDITY ITS THE HEAT. THATS ALL
FOR THE WEATHER. QUITE A MAN THIS SAMMY LEVINE, HE'S SOMEWHERE IN HIS
WIDDLE THIRTIES,AND IS ALWAYS GOOD FOR A LAUGH,NEVER WET A MAN BETTER LIKED
THAN HIM, HE ALWAYS HAS A SAYING,TRAT THE ONLY WAY OUT IS THE PIPE,JUST
PUT IT IN YOUR WOUTH AND SUCK IT TILL YOUR OUT, USING A SCOTTISH ACGENT IT
CERTAINLY UQUT\:DS FUNNY. RUMORS ARE THAT WE NILL SIGHT GUAM EARLY TOMBORRW
AFTERNOON, BEEN READING WAGIC WMOUNTAIN BY THOWAS WANN, KINDA DEEP BUT |
FIND IF YOU FOLLOW HIM CAREFUULY,ITS WORTH ANY TEN BOOKS PUBLISHED TODAY.
THIS TYPEWRITER IS AN WNDEWWODBWANDWWEWSRWNWEW REMINGTON AND T SMELLS.
THERE WAS A SHIPB FOLLOWING US FOR A FEW DAYS,TODAY IT PULLED AHEAD OF
US,WwE DON'T WIND VERY WUCH,BUT WE DO WISH IT WOULD STICK AROUNDYGET TIRED
OF LOOKING AT THE WATER AND CLOUDS ALL THE TIME.



