Louis Zamperini
By Charles Simon
The athlete I’m doing for the presentation is Louis Zamperini.  The reason I picked this athlete was that even though he was an Olympic runner, most of the articles and stories about him talked about his life as a prisoner of war.  He was in the POW camp during World War Two.  
Louis Zamperini was born in January 26, 1917 in Olean, New York. He had a brother named Pete and two sisters whose names were Virginia and Sylvia.  They all moved to California where Louis was bullied because he couldn’t speak English.  His father, Anthony, taught him to box in self defense.
Louis started running track to stay out of trouble.  He made it so far that he made it to the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin, Germany.  On his way to Germany he gained 12 pounds, causing him to slow down.  Louis finished in 8th place in the 5000 meter race.  He enlisted in the United States Army Air Corps in 1941, where he flew in a B24 liberator called the Super Man but it was damaged in battle.  He then flew another B24 which was a lemon (a defective vehicle) called the Green Hornet.  Due to some technical difficulties, the Green Hornet crashed and eight out of eleven pilots died but three survived, including Zamperini.  After 33 days at sea, one of the pilots died.  On the 49th day, they floated to shore where they were captured by the Japanese and were imprisoned in a POW camp where they tortured the prisoners. One Japanese officer named Mutishiro Watanabe especially tortured Louis Zamperini.  After two years, American bomber planes dropped food and supplies for the POWs. After a long time of torture, the POWs were finally released.  Louis Zamperini died of pneumonia at the age of 97on July 2, 2014.
I think that Louis Zamperini was a great hero.  I wouldn’t like to be like him. I wouldn’t because I like myself just the way I am.  Louis Zamperini survived that awful POW camp because the thought that he was going to see America again was pushing him on.  
The main idea of this presentation is about the amazing but terrifying life of Louis Zamperini.  He was born on January 26, 1917.  He competed in the 1936 Summer Olympics.  He fought in WW2 and was captured and survived POW camp.  He died of pneumonia July 2, 2014 at the age of 97.  Louis Zamperini was a great hero and he inspired a lot of people.

