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US PLANT CLOSINGS





Kentucky/Continental�MAYFIELD, Ky.—After failing to win sufficient union cost cuts, tire maker Continental is closing its facility in Mayfield. Although company officials say they are keeping some mixing work and warehousing operations at the site, the closure will eliminate 985 jobs.�Source: The New York Times, Sept. 30, 2004 9100


PepsiCo�PepsiCo Inc. has announced plans to close four Frito-Lay factories by the end of the year. The company will close facilities in Allen Park, Mich.; Council Bluffs, Iowa; Beaverton, Ore.; and Visalia, Calif. Company officials say the closures will affect 780 workers, although they plan to move about 250 of those jobs to other plants. Pepsi’s Frito-Lay North America unit will increase production at 24 of its remaining 39 plants to make up for the closures.�Source: Compiled from news sources, Oct. 1, 2004 9099


North Carolina/WestPoint Stevens�LONG VIEW, N.C.—Bedding maker WestPoint Stevens Inc. is closing a plant in Long View and dismissing 300 workers. The 178,000-square-foot plant, which produces comforters and accessory products, is scheduled to close by December. Company officials say some workers may be able to find positions at other WestPoint Stevens locations. The company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in June 2003 and was recently granted an extension to file a plan of reorganization.�Source: Compiled from news sources, Oct. 2, 2004 9098


Michigan/Kurdziel Industries�SPARTA, Mich.—Kurdziel Industries will close its Sparta Foundry by the end of the year, eliminating 58 jobs. The foundry, which makes small castings for the automotive industry, is one of Sparta’s largest employers. Company officials say intense price pressure from competitors in India and China has made the foundry a money-loser. Production will cease on Nov. 23.�Source: The Grand Rapids Press, Oct. 5, 2004 9097


Ohio/Krispy Kreme�RAVENNA, Ohio—Krispy Kreme Doughnuts Inc. closed a plant in Ravenna on Oct. 16. The company cited oversupply as the reason for the closure and has pointed to the nation’s obsession with low-carb diets as the force behind its financial woes. The $4.6 million plant opened in June and employed about 75 people. �Source: Chicago Tribune, Oct. 7, 2004 9096


Kentucky/Flynn Enterprises�ALLEGRE, Ky.—Flynn Enterprises is closing its factory in Allegre on Nov. 2. The company is Todd County’s largest industrial employer and the closing will affect 179 workers. Company officials say the closing is a result of a lack of demand for the denim jeans produced at the facility. Flynn will continue production at a plant in Elkton, Ky., but it is not clear how many of the Allegre employees will be placed in other company facilities.�Source: Kentucky New Era, Sept. 17, 2004 9060


Texas/VF Corp.�EL PASO, Texas—VF Corp. is closing two sewing plants in El Paso and making cuts at other divisions, affecting about 1,035 workers. The company, which makes Wrangler and Lee jeans, plans to transfer production to facilities in Mexico or Central America. The job losses include workers at a sewing plant in Fabens, Texas and a distribution center in the area.�Source: Compiled from News Sources, Sept. 3, 2004 9031


Virginia/Vaughan Furniture�STUART, Va.—Vaughan Furniture is closing a manufacturing plant in Stuart that will eliminate 208 jobs. The company said the plant will close by November. Vaughan said there are no plans to close its remaining plants and distribution center, which employ about 550 workers.�Source: News & Record (Greensboro, N.C.), Sept. 2, 2004 9030


Minnesota/Rock-Tenn�ST. PAUL, Minn.—Rock-Tenn Co. will close its carton factory in St. Paul by December, eliminating 170 jobs. The factory’s production of folding cartons for food and consumer goods will be shifted to other Rock-Tenn plants. The company will continue to produce corrugated cardboard and recycled fiber at another facility in St. Paul.�Source: Star Tribune, Aug. 28, 2004 8998


Rhode Island/Pliant Corp.�BURRILLVILLE, R.I.—Illinois-based Pliant Corp. has announced it is closing its Douglas Pike plastics plant in Burrillville on Sept. 30, eliminating 60 jobs. The plant makes plastic film and flexible packaging products. Company officials say the closure is part of a plan to streamline Pliant’s U.S. operations.�Source: Compiled from news sources, Aug. 28, 2004 8997


Vermont/Belden Wire�ESSEX JUNCTION, Vt.—Belden Wire is closing its Essex Junction facility this fall, following a merger with a similar company. Belden makes computer and communications cables at the plant, which employs 150 people.�Source: WCAX-TV, Aug. 11, 2004 8970


Missouri/C&F Foods�SIKESTON, Mo.—C&F Foods will close its plant in Sikeston on Oct. 1, eliminating 80 jobs. The plant processes and packages dry foods for retail stores, but company officials say the Sikeston plant is no longer feasible.�Source: KFVS12, Aug. 11, 2004 8969


Indiana/Union City Body Co.�UNION CITY, Ind.—Union City Body Co. will close its 106-year-old plant in Union City on Oct. 9, eliminating 115 jobs. The company’s sales, service and engineering departments will remain in Union City, but step van manufacturing operations will come to an end when the plant closes. �Source: The Star Press, Aug. 26, 2004 8968


Michigan/Hahn Elastomer�JACKSON, Mich.—Hahn Elastomer has announced it is closing its manufacturing facility in Jackson. The plant employs 104 workers to make plastic parts for the automotive industry. Company officials have been unable to obtain enough financing to keep the plant open. Hahn is also closing its Plymouth, Mich., headquarters and a facility in Warren, Mich., eliminating another 169 jobs.�Source: Jackson Citizen Patriot, Aug. 13, 2004 8967


New Hampshire/LaCrosse Footwear�CLAREMONT, N.H.—LaCrosse Footwear Inc. is closing the Claremont plant where it manufactures PVC boots. The plant’s 70 employees will all be laid off by the end of September. The closure comes as the company moves to a more expensive line of footwear and away from the low-priced rubber boots manufactured at the facility.�Source: Concord MNew Hampshire/Amcor �MERRIMACK, N.H.—Australia-based Amcor PET Packaging will close its plastic bottle manufacturing facility in Merrimack by the end of the year, eliminating 100 jobs. Company spokesman Shelley Steele said closing the 27,000-square-foot facility is part of Amcor’s restructuring plan. Production lines in Pennsylvania and in Montreal and New Brunswick, Canada, will service New England’s plastic bottle needs once the facility closes. The company also announced plans to close a 70-employee facility in Arizona.�Source: The Union Leader, Aug. 19, 2004 8965


New York/Interstate Bakeries Corp.�BUFFALO, N.Y.—Interstate Bakeries Corp. (IBC) will close its bakery in Buffalo, eliminating 200 jobs. The Kansas City-based company blames the low-carbohydrate dieting trend as the reason for the closure. IBC, which makes donuts for Hostess and various types of bread and rolls, says it will transfer production to bakeries in Akron, Ohio; Biddeford, Maine; Jamaica, N.Y., and Philadelphia.�Source: The Business Journal of Kansas City, Aug. 24, 2004 8964


La-Z-Boy�La-Z-Boy is closing four plants in an effort to lower operating costs. The company will dismiss 645 workers when it closes manufacturing plants in Lewisburg and White Deer, Pa., an upholstery plant in Booneville, Miss., and a Kincaid Furniture plant in Caldwell County, N.C. The company will also shutter two warehouses located in Pennsylvania and Mississippi. Company officials say some of the work will be moved to other locations in the United States, but the bulk will be transferred to overseas operations.�Source: News & Record (Greensboro, N.C.), Aug. 10, 2004 8922


Georgia/Clorox Co.�CARTERSVILLE, Ga.—Clorox Co. has announced the closure of a factory in Cartersville that makes Glad food-storage bags and trash bags, dismissing 385 workers. The 45-year-old plant will be shuttered by June. Company officials say the closure is necessary as part of an overall cost-reducing plan. The food-storage and trash bag production will be moved to more efficient contract manufacturers.�Source: Plastics News, Aug. 9, 2004 8921


Pennsylvania/GST AutoLeather�FLEETWOOD, Pa.—Almost 300 employees will lose their jobs when GST AutoLeather Inc. closes its plant in Fleetwood at the end of the year. Company spokesman Ralph Berry listed economic conditions and the need to remain competitive as the reasons for the plant’s closure. The Fleetwood plant employs 296 workers.�Source: Reading Eagle (Pennsylvania), Aug. 6, 2004 8920


onitor, Aug. 25, 2004 8966


Missouri/MeadWestvaco �ST. JOSEPH, Mo.—MeadWestvaco Corp. is losing 400 employees with the closure of its plant in St. Joseph. The company, which makes Five Star notebooks and Day Runner organizers, is consolidating its consumer and office-products operations to cut costs. MeadWestvaco will also cut 200 positions from its facility in Garland, Texas, as part of the consolidation.�Source: St. Louis Post-Dispatch , Aug. 6, 2004 8919


Pennsylvania/Techneglas�JENKINS TOWNSHIP, Pa.—Techneglas has closed its plant in Jenkins Township in a decision that eliminated 670 employees. A subsidiary of Nippon Electric Glass of Japan, Techneglas was one of the largest employers in Luzerne County, but the company’s workforce has been declining since 1997. The 36-year-old television glass manufacturing plant shut down operations at the beginning of August.�Source: The Times Leader, Aug. 5, 2004 8918


Texas/Capital One�DALLAS—Capital One Financial Corp. is cutting 160 jobs at its call center in Dallas. The company is consolidating several of its operations to save money. About 1,100 jobs in Tampa, Fla., and another 120 jobs in Richmond, Va., will be eliminated during the consolidation.�Source: Dallas Business Journal, July 21, 2004 8893


Texas/Electrolux�EL PASO, Texas—In an effort to cut costs, Electrolux has announced it will close a plant in Texas and cut about 850 jobs from its workforce. The household appliance supplier says it will move vacuum cleaner production to its plant in Mexico.�Source: Compiled from news sources, July 17, 2004 8892


Indiana/Roundy’s Inc.�EVANSVILLE, Ind.—Roundy’s Inc. is closing its distribution centers in Evansville and Eldorado, Ill., eliminating 252 jobs. The centers serve independent grocery operators in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri and Tennessee. The company says the closings follow a strategy of consolidation and expects the two facilities to close in September 2004.�Source: Progressive Grocer, July 15, 2004 8891


Illinois/Roundy’s Inc.�ELDORADO, Ill.—Roundy’s Inc. is closing its distribution centers in Eldorado and Evansville, Ind., eliminating 252 jobs. The centers serve independent grocery operators in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri and Tennessee. The company says the closings follow a strategy of consolidation and expects the two facilities to close in September 2004.�Source: Progressive Grocer, July 15, 2004 8890


Michigan/Collins & Aikman �MANCHESTER, Mich.—Automotive supplier Collins & Aikman Corp.(C&A) has plans to close its plant in Manchester in April 2005, eliminating as many as 500 jobs. The company has been losing money for the last three years and has subsequently cut about 2,000 jobs from its global workforce, including about 200 at the Manchester plant. C&A is also closing facilities in Ontario, New Hampshire and Europe. Union negotiations will begin in late July to determine the fate of about 500 union workers at the Manchester plant. C&A makes plastic parts including instrument panels, door panels and dashboards for the Cadillac Deville sedan at the Manchester facility. �Source: Detroit Free Press, July 8, 2004 8784


Indiana/Temple-Inland�MISHAWAKA, Ind.—Temple-Inland has announced it is closing its Mishawaka plant and is dismissing 119 workers. Company officials say layoffs will begin at the end of August and the plant will close in early September. Temple-Inland, which makes corrugated box products, is closing the plant to reduce costs.�Source: South Bend Tribune , June 26, 2004 8773


Oklahoma/Gerber Scientific�MUSKOGEE, Okla.—Gerber Scientific Inc. is closing its Muskogee plant in a move that affects 130 employees. Gerber, which makes machines that grind eyeglass lenses, will transfer work to its other facilities. The closure is expected to save the company $1.3 million during the first year, and an additional $3 million annually.�Source: Hartford Courant (Connecticut), June 25, 2004 8772


South Carolina/Vaughan-Bassett Furniture�SUMTER, S.C.—Vaughan-Bassett Furniture has announced it will close its plant in Sumter and consolidate its operations into other facilities. The furniture company will eliminate 350 manufacturing, administrative and managerial jobs. Vaughan-Basset officials say they were unable to match production of imports from China.�Source: High Point Enterprise, June 29, 2004 8771


Maytag�In an effort to cut costs, Maytag Corp. has announced it will cut 1,100 jobs from its workforce and merge its Hoover vacuum unit with other divisions. The company says 500 salaried jobs will be cut from its Hoover division and the remaining 600 cuts will be from Maytag. The Iowa-based company expects to save $150 million annually from the restructuring.�Source: Reuters, June 4, 2004 8679


Illinois/Sprint Corp.�BOLINGBROOK, Ill.—Sprint Corp. is closing a call center in Bolingbrook to reduce its overall expenses. About 1,000 jobs will be cut when the center closes Aug. 3. A company spokesperson says the company’s other call centers in Florida, North Carolina, Texas, Oklahoma, Virginia, California and New Mexico will pick up the work from the Bolingbrook center.�Source: The Business Journal of Kansas City, June 4, 2004 8678


Indiana/Keller Manufacturing�NEW SALISBURY, Ind.— Keller Manufacturing Co. Inc. is cutting about half of its workforce in New Salisbury. The furniture company will begin eliminating 150 jobs at its plant in July. Company officials declined to give details on the job cuts.�Source: Business First of Louisville, May 11, 2004 8643


Kentucky/Temple-Inland�LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Temple-Inland Inc. is shutting its corrugated cardboard box plant in Louisville and laying off 126 workers. The 130,000-square-foot plant, which has been around for 46 years, will close in July. Company officials for the Texas-based company declined to comment on the reason for closure, but say that work will be moved to other locations.�Source: Austin Business Journal, May 10, 2004 8642


Ohio/Timken�CANTON, Ohio—Timken Co. is closing it bearing manufacturing plant in Canton and shifting operations to its other locations. The decision affects 1,300 workers. Company officials cite high costs at the plant and an inefficient production flow as reasons for the closure. �Source: Pittsburgh Business Times, May 17, 2004 8641


California/Pratt & Whitney�SAN JOSE, Calif.—Pratt & Whitney will dismiss 600 workers when it shuts its San Jose fuel plant later this year. The space-propulsion company mixed fuel for its solid rocket program at the facility. Company officials say the decision was based on internal and financial issues. The plant, which had two explosions last year, was working on several contracts for missile programs. �Source: South Florida Sun Sentinel, May 14, 2004 8640


South Carolina/Sara Lee�DARLINGTON, S.C.—Sara Lee Corp. is shutting its Darlington plant where 120 people are employed. The closing follows Unifi Inc.’s purchase of Sara Lee’s hosiery yarn and texturing assets for $2.6 million. The Darlington operations will be shifted to Madison, N.C., and workers will be offered jobs at Unifi.�Source: Compiled from news sources, May 12, 2004 8639


Illinois/Quebecor�EFFINGHAM, Ill.—Printing company Quebecor World Inc. is closing its magazine printing plant in Effingham, eliminating 600 jobs. Company officials cited overcapacity of the marketplace as the reason for the closure. The company is encouraging employees to apply for one of the 200 positions it will create at several of its other facilities. The plant will be closed by the end of the year.�Source: Compiled from news sources, May 14, 2004 8638


Ohio/Flex-N-Gate�MORAINE, Ohio—Approximately 140 workers will lose their jobs when Moraine’s Flex-N-Gate plant closes in June. The auto parts plant, which includes the recently acquired Deuer’s spare tire hoisting system, is Flex-N-Gate’s only Ohio location. �Source: Dayton Daily News (Ohio), April 23, 2004 8546


Idaho/Zilog�NAMPA, Idaho—Zilog Inc. is closing its plant in Nampa, affecting 147 employees. The facility, which was Nampa’s first high-tech employer, will be shuttered by June. Company officials have been reducing the plant’s workforce since its February 2003 announcement that it would eventually close the plant.�Source: The Idaho Statesman, April 23, 2004 8545


Connecticut/Executive Greetings�NEW HARTFORD, Conn.—The Executive Greetings Inc. plant in New Hartford will close once Taylor Corp. completes its $68 million deal to purchase the company. About 325 employees will lose their jobs when the plant, which manufactures business paper products, is closed at the end of the month.�Source: Hartford Courant , April 23, 2004 8544


New Hampshire/Flextronics�PORTSMOUTH, N.H.—High-tech manufacturer Flextronics International Ltd., has announced its intention to close its plant in Portsmouth. The closure will affect 300 workers. Flextronics has asked employees to stay on until June 27 to complete the remaining orders. The company has cited lack of new business as the reason for the closure.�Source: Portsmouth Herald, April 28, 2004 8543


Illinois/BlueScope Steel�GALESBURG, Ill.—One day after completing a buyout of Butler Manufacturing Co., BlueScope Steel Ltd. announced it would close the company’s Galesburg plant before the end of 2005. About 230 employees will be affected. Butler’s corporate headquarters in Kansas City will be converted into a business services office for the Australian-based steelmaker.�Source: The Kansas City Star, April 29, 2004 8542


Winn-Dixie closing stores, cutting jobs�JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—Winn-Dixie Stores Inc. announced today it will close 156 stores and cut up to 10,000 jobs. The Jacksonville-based company’s grocery stores are concentrated in the Southeast, where Wal-Mart has been opening dozens of supercenters, targeting the same customers as Winn-Dixie. 


The company will continue to operate 922 stores in 36 designated market areas in Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, and certain areas of North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi and Tennessee. Winn-Dixie will close 45 stories in these areas, but will continue to operate in the Bahamas. 


The company will exit 111 stores in the Midwest, Virginia and certain areas of North Carolina and South Carolina. Winn-Dixie will close stores in Bowling Green, Lexington, Louisville and Paducah, Ky.; Cincinnati; Evansville, Ind.; Greenwood-Greenville, Miss.; Greenville-New Bern and Wilmington, N.C.; Memphis, Nashville and Tri Cities Tennessee Valley, Tenn.; Myrtle Beach, S.C.; and Norfolk, Richmond and Roanoke, Va. 


Winn-Dixie will also close three distribution centers in Raleigh, N.C.; Louisville, Ky. and Sarasota, Fla. �Source: Compiled from news sources, April 30, 2004 8532


Minnesota/EFJ�WASECA, Minn.—EFJ Inc. is closing its Waseca plant and moving its EFJohnson subsidiary operations to Irving, Texas. EFJ, a parent company to several wireless telecommunications equipment providers, says 200 employees will be affected by the move. The company plans to keep a handful of employees in Waseca to support some products, but hasn’t decided on the exact number.�Source: The Business Journal (Minneapolis/St. Paul), April 14, 2004 


Texas/Alcoa Mill Products�SAN ANTONIO—Alcoa Mill Products is shuttering a 350,000-square-foot aluminum plant in San Antonio. Company officials cited “poor market conditions,” as a reason for the closure. Alcoa says there are no anticipated layoffs of the 175 employees until the fall, after the company has met its customer commitments.�Source: Pittsburgh Business Times, April 14, 2004 8448


California/Apple�ELK GROVE, Calif.—Apple Computer Inc. has closed its Elk Grove assembly plant, eliminating at least 235 jobs. The facility’s operations, which include assembly of Apple’s iMacs, will be moved to an unnamed Southern California supplier. Company officials haven’t released details on the number of temporary contract workers that will be affected by the closure.�Source: Sacramento Bee, April 14, 2004 8447


DuPont�DuPont is planning to reduce its workforce by 6 percent, eliminating 3,500 jobs worldwide. Company officials say 3,000 jobs will be eliminated through severance programs and about 500 more through normal attrition. Several sites will feel the reductions, including almost 650 cuts planned for DuPont’s operations in Delaware. The job eliminations are part of the $900 million cost improvement program DuPont announced in December.�Source: Philadelphia Business Journal, April 12, 2004 8446


Arizona/Belden�PHOENIX—About 740 jobs will be eliminated when Belden Inc. closes its phone-cable plant in Phoenix. Company officials cited an increase in cell phones and high-speed Internet as part of the decision. The Communication Workers of America are negotiating severance packages for about 596 union members. The remaining employees will receive severance pay.�Source: The Arizona Republic, April 13, 2004 8445


Tennessee/Emerson Appliance Controls�SPARTA, Tenn.—Emerson Appliance Controls has announced plans to close its Sparta factory next June. The company, which makes timers for appliances, cited competitive pressure as part of the reason to close the facility. Layoffs of the plant’s 492 jobs will begin in a few months.�Source: The Tennessean, April 7, 2004 8444


Bombardier�Bombardier Inc. is cutting 170 jobs from its plants in the United States as part of a three-year restructuring project. The train manufacturer will make the cuts to its Barre, Vt., and Pittsburg, Calif., operations. Bombardier is eliminating more than 6,600 jobs worldwide in an effort to increase its profitability.�Source: Compiled from news sources, March 20, 2004 8399


Ohio/Thomson�CIRCLEVILLE, Ohio—Thomson has decided to close its television glass plant in Circleville, which will eliminate 545 jobs. The plant has had problems staying competitive over the past year, say company officials. More than 400 jobs were cut six months ago to trim costs. �Source: The Columbus Dispatch, March 17, 2004 8398


MCI�MCI has announced plans to close call centers in Phoenix, Glendale, Colo., and Niles, Ohio. The company will also scale back employment at facilities in Alpharetta, Ga., Colorado Springs, Co., and Springfield, Mo. MCI officials blame the cuts on the impact of the national do-not-call registry and on the loss of business to cellular phone carriers. The Niles center closing will eliminate about 700 jobs; 800 employees will lose their jobs in Glendale; and more than 800 jobs will be cut in Phoenix. Altogether, MCI will cut 4,000 jobs—about seven percent of its workforce.�Source: Compiled from news sources, March 30, 2004 8397


Indiana/Thomson�MARION, Ind.—Thomson has announced it is closing its television picture tube plant in Marion, cutting 990 jobs. The company says they are closing the plant because consumers have been switching to different televisions that don’t use the type of tubes Thomson produces.�Source: Compiled from news sources, March 17, 2004 8341


BellSouth�BellSouth has announced plans to eliminate 778 jobs in nine states during its second quarter. The cuts will be mostly technical positions, including residential and central office repairmen, dispatch assistants and collections representatives. BellSouth says the cuts are necessary to reduce overall operating costs and compete effectively.�Source: The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, March 16, 2004 8340


Texas/Centerpulse�AUSTIN, Texas—Zimmer Holdings Inc., the new parent company of Centerpulse Orthopedics Inc., is closing its Austin manufacturing plant. About 550 employees will lose their jobs when the hip and knee plant production is transferred to Zimmer’s plants in Indiana, Switzerland and Puerto Rico. Zimmer chose to close the Austin plant to streamline manufacturing costs.�Source: Austin Business Journal, Feb. 25, 2004 8272


Florida/Perdue Farms�DEFUNIAK SPRINGS, Fla.—Perdue Farms Inc. hopes to save money by closing a chicken processing plant in Defuniak Springs. The company wants to shift production to Georgia where its operations are more efficient. The closure will mean a loss of 392 jobs for the area.�Source: Compiled from news sources, Feb. 21, 2004 8271


Tennessee/Vought Aircraft Industries�NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Vought Aircraft Industries is planning to close it Nashville facility, dismissing 1,000 workers. The aerospace company has been consolidating operations to Dallas, where its headquarters is located.�Source: Nashville Business Journal, Feb. 24, 2004 8270


Kentucky/Sykes�PIKEVILLE, Ky.—Tampa, Fla.-based Sykes is closing its Pikeville call center, eliminating 341 jobs. The company has been shutting down some U.S. call centers as it opens new centers overseas.�Source: CCNews.com, Feb. 24, 2004 8269


Minnesota/Northwest Airlines�Northwest Airlines will close all of its remaining U.S. city ticket offices in late March. The 25 offices are located in 16 cities: Anchorage, Alaska; Atlanta; Detroit; Fargo, N.D.; Grand Rapids, Mich.; Honolulu; Los Angeles; Memphis, Tenn.; Minneapolis; New York; Palo Alto, Calif.; Phoenix; Rochester, Minn.; St. Paul, Minn.; Seattle; and Washington. The company has determined the city ticket offices are no longer cost-effective.�Source: PR Newswire, Feb. 19, 2004 8268


New York/New Era�BUFFALO, N.Y.—New Era Cap Co. is closing its Buffalo plant on June 30, eliminating about 250 of the 339 production jobs at the plant. The remainder of the jobs will be shifted to a sister plant in Derby, about 20 miles south. The company is consolidating at Derby because the plant is newer and less expensive to operate than the Buffalo plant.�Source: The Buffalo News, March 3, 2004 8267


North Carolina/Unifi �ALAMANCE COUNTY, N.C.—Textured yarn producer Unifi Inc. has announced it will close three plants and eliminate 400 jobs—about 10 percent of the company’s workforce—in a move to cut losses. The company’s Altamahaw plant in Alamance County, N.C., will close by May 1. Unifi employs about 140 people at the plant. The company will also close one of its two plants in Letterkenny, Ireland, eliminating 120 jobs; and its Manchester, England, plant, affecting 102 workers.�Source: Compiled from news sources, March 3, 2004 8252


Ohio/Georgia Pacific�SANDUSKY, Ohio—Georgia Pacific Corp. will close thermoforming facilities in Sandusky and Toronto by November, eliminating more than 200 jobs. The job cuts will all take place in Sandusky as the company plans to relocate the machinery in the plant to other facilities and sell the 300,000-square-foot plant. The Sandusky site produces the “Exclusively from Dixie” line of products. The company will consolidate two Toronto facilities into one.�Source: Plastics News, Feb. 9, 2004 8208


Illinois/Alberto Culver�MELROSE PARK, Ill.—Alberto-Culver is selling a plant in Melrose Park that produces Mrs. Dash seasoning and Sugar Twin artificial sweeteners, laying off 70 employees. Manufacturing of the food products will be farmed out to several companies to reduce costs.�Source: The New York Times, Feb. 7, 2004 8207


Indiana/Steelcase�NEW PARIS, Ind.—Steelcase Inc. is closing its wood-furniture plant in New Paris, eliminating 160 jobs. The company has been downsizing and restructuring for more than three years in response to slumping sales across the industry. The company is also closing a wood-furniture plant in Fletcher, N.C., eliminating 480 jobs.�Source: Holland Sentinel, Jan. 29, 2004 8144


North Carolina/Steelcase�FLETCHER, N.C.—Steelcase Inc. is closing its wood-furniture plant in Fletcher, eliminating 480 jobs. The company has been downsizing and restructuring for more than three years in response to slumping sales across the industry. The company is also closing a wood-furniture plant in New Paris, Ind., eliminating 160 jobs, and is cutting 130 salaried positions throughout its Steelcase North America division. The majority of those cuts will be made in greater Grand Rapids, Mich.�Source: Holland Sentinel, Jan. 29, 2004 8143


Kraft Foods�Kraft Foods has announced it will close 20 of its production facilities worldwide, cutting 6,000 jobs from its payroll. The layoffs, which will occur over the next three years, are a result from the company’s low fourth quarter profits. The 6,000 jobs represent about 6 percent of the Kraft’s global workforce.�Source: United Press International, Jan. 28, 2004 8142


Missouri/Union Pacific Railroad�ST. LOUIS—Union Pacific Railroad is transferring 1,038 jobs from its St. Louis operation to Omaha, Neb. The move will leave only a dozen people working at the St. Louis operation. Company officials say they want to consolidate operations back to the company’s headquarters. The jobs that will be relocated are mostly customer service and technology positions.�Source: St. Louis Post Dispatch, Jan. 13, 2004 8141


Tennessee/Carrier�MCMINNVILLE, Tenn.—Carrier Corp. is closing its manufacturing facility in McMinnville, eliminating 1,300 jobs. The closure is due to a collective bargaining plan, which includes moving operations to the company’s other factories in Texas, North Carolina and Mexico. �Source: Nashville Business Journal, Feb. 2, 2004 8140


Kodak�Eastman Kodak Co. may eliminate between 12,000 and 15,000 jobs worldwide over the next three years. Company officials say that disappointing sales during 2003 is prompting the reduction. Kodak says it will save about $800 million to $1 billion by 2007 as a result of the workforce reduction. �Source: Dayton Business Journal, Jan. 22, 2004 8088


Texas/J.C. Penny�AUSTIN, Texas—J.C. Penny has announced it will close its Austin call center in May, eliminating 475 jobs. Company officials say they will save $50 million a year by closing the center, which handles catalog calls. The company is trying to help the workers find other placements in the area.�Source: Austin Business Journal, Jan. 22, 2004 8087


Connecticut /Rayovac�BRIDGEPORT, Conn.—Following its acquisition of Remington Products in Sept. 2003, Rayovac is relocating the Remington headquarters and manufacturing operations from Connecticut to Wisconsin, putting almost 200 people out of work. Remington's headquarters will be relocated to Rayovac's headquarters campus in Madison, Wis., and the shaver screen manufacturing plant will move to nearby Portage, Wis. The plant is slated to close by the end of 2004. Rayovac is relocating its corporate headquarters from Madison to Atlanta this spring.�Source: PR Newswire, Jan. 13, 2004 8059


Pennsylvania/Bake-Line Group�PITTSBURGH—Illinois-based Bake-Line Group has shut down its plant in North Little Rock and declared bankruptcy, eliminating 290 jobs. The company mixed, baked and distributed cookies and crackers at the plant. After filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, Bake-Line closed its Oakbrook Terrace, Ill. headquarters and six other plants—two in South Beloit, Ill., two in Chattanooga, Tenn., and one each in Pittsburgh and North Little Rock, Ark. The closures eliminated a total of 1,300 jobs.�Source: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pennsylvania), Jan. 13, 2004 8058


Tennessee/Bake-Line Group�Chattanooga, Tenn.—Illinois-based Bake-Line Group has shut down its plant and distribution center in Chattanooga and declared bankruptcy, eliminating more than 200 jobs. After filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy Bake-Line closed five other plants—two in South Beloit, Ill., and one each in Pittsburgh, North Little Rock, Ark., and Marietta, Okla.—as well as its headquarters facility in Oakbrook Terrace, Ill., eliminating a total of 1,300 jobs.�Source: Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee), Jan. 13, 2004 8057


Arkansas/Bake-Line Group�NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—Illinois-based Bake-Line Group has shut down its plant in North Little Rock and declared bankruptcy, eliminating 100 jobs. The company mixed, baked and distributed cookies and crackers at the plant. After filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, Bake-Line closed its Oakbrook Terrace, Ill. headquarters and six other plants—two in South Beloit, Ill., two in Chattanooga, Tenn., and one each in Pittsburgh and North Little Rock, Ark. The closures eliminated a total of 1,300 jobs.�Source: Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Jan. 13, 2004 8056


Oklahoma/Bake-Line Group�MARIETTA, Okla.—Illinois-based Bake-Line Group has shut down its plant in Marietta and declared bankruptcy, eliminating 300 jobs. The company mixed, baked and distributed cookies and crackers at the Marietta plant. After filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy, Bake-Line closed its Oakbrook Terrace, Ill. headquarters and six other plants—two in South Beloit, Ill., two in Chattanooga, Tenn., and one each in Pittsburgh and North Little Rock, Ark. The closures eliminated a total of 1,300 jobs.�Source: www.kotv.com, Jan. 13, 2004 8055


New Jersey/L'Oreal�NORTH BRUNSWICK, N.J.—Cosmetics company L'Oreal-USA is closing its plant in North Brunswick by May 1, 2004, laying off 43 full-time employees and 75 part-time workers. The 146,000-square-foot facility produces promotional gift sets for luxury cosmetics and fragrances. The company says it plans to outsource the assembly of gift sets.�Source: Courier News, Jan. 13, 2004 8054


California/Graphic Packaging�GARDEN GROVE, Calif.—Marietta, Ga.-based Graphic Packaging Corp. is closing its folding carton plant in Garden Grove by this summer, putting 131 workers out of a job. Company officials say Graphic Packaging is trying to operate fewer, larger facilities in order to lower cost and improve efficiency.�Source: Waste News, Jan. 12, 2004 8053


Pennsylvania/Lake Region Medical�O'HARA TOWNSHIP, Pa.—Lake Region Medical Inc. is closing its medical device manufacturing plant in O'Hara Township by the end of 2004, eliminating 243 jobs. The majority of production will be shifted to the company's plant in Ireland, with the remainder going to its facility in Minnesota. Layoffs will begin in mid-March.�Source: Pittsburgh Business Times, Jan. 13, 2004 8052


New Jersey/Shorewood Packaging�CLIFTON and TEANECK, N.J.—Shorewood Packaging, a subsidiary of International Paper, is closing two factories, eliminating 110 jobs in Clifton and another 62 in Teaneck. The Clifton plant will close Feb. 15, and the Teaneck facility will follow suit by the end of February. Shorewood makes packaging for cosmetics and other personal care products.�Source: Tribune Business News (The Record, Hackensack), Jan. 13, 2004 8051


Illinois/Caterpillar Logistics�JOLIET, Ill.—Caterpillar Logistics is closing its distribution facility in Joliet over the next 18 months, eliminating 221 jobs. The wholly owned subsidiary of Caterpillar Inc. is also closing distribution facilities in Columbus, Ohio, Nashville, Tenn., Omaha, Neb., Reno, Nev., and Guelph, Ontario. Layoffs are expected to begin in mid-March.�Source: Journal Star, Jan. 13, 2004 8050


North Carolina/Slane Hosiery�HIGH POINT, N.C.—Slane Hosiery Mills is shutting down its 177,000-square-foot plant in High Point, eliminating 241 jobs. The company cites rising health care costs and foreign competition for the closure. A timeline for the shut down is expected in a few weeks.�Source: Greensboro News and Record, Jan. 10, 2004 8049


Wisconsin/Swiss Colony�MAUSTON, Wis.—Swiss Colony is shutting down its gift packaging operation in Mauston, eliminating eight full-time and 160 temporary jobs by the end of January.�Source: www.Channel3000.com, Jan. 9, 2004 8048


Illinois/Conn-Selmer�ELKHART, Ill.—Conn-Selmer, a division of musical instrument maker Steinway Musical Instruments, is closing its manufacturing plant in Elkhart by April 1. About 90 workers will lose their jobs. Conn-Selmer makes oboes, flutes, clarinets and bassoons at the plant.�Source: South Bend Tribune, Jan. 3, 2004 8047


Pennsylvania/EarthLink�HARRISBURG, Pa.—Atlanta-based EarthLink Inc. is closing four call centers under a restructuring plan intended to reduce costs. The company will close its contact center operations in Harrisburg and call centers in three California cities: Pasadena, Roseville and San Jose. Many of the jobs being eliminated—40 in San Jose, 120 in Pasadena, 450 in Roseville and more than 400 in Harrisburg—will be outsourced to India, the Phillipines and Jamaica. The job cuts represent about 40 percent of the company’s workforce.�Source: Compiled from news sources, Jan. 6, 2004 8013


California/EarthLink�Atlanta-based EarthLink Inc. is closing four call centers under a restructuring plan intended to reduce costs. The company will close call centers in three California cities: Pasadena, Roseville and San Jose, and its contact center operations in Harrisburg, Pa. Many of the jobs being eliminated—40 in San Jose, 120 in Pasadena, 450 in Roseville and more than 400 in Harrisburg—will be outsourced to India, the Phillipines and Jamaica. The job cuts represent about 40 percent of the company’s workforce.�Source: Compiled from news sources, Jan. 6, 2004 8012


North Carolina/Tyco�THOMASVILLE, N.C.—Tyco International Ltd. has closed a plastics plant in Thomasville and a warehouse in nearby Greensboro, N.C. The closures eliminated 80 jobs. The Thomasville plant manufactured liners for garbage bins. �Source: Winston-Salem Journal, Dec. 11, 2003 8011


Connecticut/Quebecor�GREENWICH, Conn.—Montreal-based Quebecor World Inc. has announced plans to close its U.S. headquarters in Greenwich in early 2004, eliminating at least 50 of 107 jobs. Some of the remaining jobs will be transferred to offices in New York and North Haven, Conn. �Source: The Stamford Advocate, Dec. 11, 2003 8010


North Carolina/Chicago Rawhide�FRANKLIN, N.C.—Chicago Rawhide, a division of SKF AB, is closing its seal plant in Franklin, eliminating 170 jobs. The company plans to phase out production at the North Carolina facility over the next year, transferring production to the company's other North American facilities. �Source: AFX European Focus, Dec. 11, 2003 8009


Texas/Abitibi�LUFKIN, Texas—Newsprint maker Abitibi-Consolidated Inc. is closing its plant indefinitely in Lufkin, dashing the hopes of 580 workers on layoff since October 2001. Company officials say that high energy costs have made the Texas facility less cost efficient. The company is also indefinitely closing its plant in Saquenay, north of Quebec City, affecting 640 workers on layoff since August 2001.�Source: The Toronto Star, Dec. 11, 2003 8008


Michigan/Baker Furniture�HOLLAND, Mich.—Baker Furniture Co. is closing its plant in Holland next year, eliminating 166 jobs. The company will phase out production over the next three quarters. �Source: Compiled from news sources, Dec. 10, 2003 8007


Ohio/Newell Rubbermaid�WOOSTER, Ohio—Newell Rubbermaid Inc. is closing its flagship factory in Wooster, eliminating 850 jobs by June 2004. The company plans to transfer about 400 white-collar jobs to another site. The Wooster factory was damaged in November when a tornado ripped through the town. Combined with the plant's high operating costs, the sluggish economy and overcapacity in the industry, the company opted not to make the millions of dollars of repairs to the factory after the tornado. �Source: Akron Beacon Journal, Dec. 10, 2003 8006


Illinois/Archibald Candy�CHICAGO—Chicago’s Archibald Candy Corp. is negotiating to sell its Fannie May and Fanny Farmer businesses to an undisclosed buyer and has confirmed that it will close its nearly 70-year-old manufacturing plant in Chicago. The new owner is expected to manufacture Fannie May and Fanny Farmer candy elsewhere and continue to sell the candy under the brand name. Operations at the plant, which employs 625, will begin winding down at the end of January. �Source: Compiled from news sources, Jan. 6, 2004 7972





