The most recent meeting in New York of textile executives organized by AMTAC was eery. Who will shutdown next?  Is there anything we can do to stop it?





We've had a small textile mill in Soperton for 7 years now and I am told by experts that chances are it will close unless something is done now to stop the flow of cheap imports. 





There are already far too many unemployed people in Treutlen County. Friends and family of the unemployed show up at our door and call our employees every payday for a few dollars to tide them over.  Good people who want to work 'put in applications' every day but we just don't have work for them all. 





Like other textile mills, our orders are up and down but the downs seem to get longer and deeper than they were before.  Customers disappear and never come back.  The struggle to replace customers with new customers gets more and more difficult.





What about the empty buildings?  As you travel the southeast you see them one after another; monuments to the bold builders of industry who folded, ghost towns filled with broken lives.





Retrain them? Billions upon billions of dollars of training and learning through generations of workers over a hundred hard years created a decent life for todays' proud factory workers.





Anyone that you talk to in manufacturing lives and breathes this issue.  We all see our current economic slump as a direct result of the demise of manufacturing resulting from the 'free trade' policies of Republicans and Democrats alike.  Who can we turn to for help?


Who cares?





I have learned that thankfully, you are in agreement with this cause. I implore you with all the urgency I can muster to help head off a disaster.





During the past 15 months Chinese imports to the U.S. in 29 recently decontrolled textile categories have increased by more than 400%!  China has already captured 40 % of the U.S. market in those categories and will take between 65 and 75% by the end of the year.  





If the Administration does not act soon, beginning in mid 2004, a new enormous wave of plant closings and workers layoffs will occur in the country’s major textile areas as orders for yarns, fabrics, home furnishings products, and apparel are diverted to China.  Our plant could very well be one of those that are closed.  





On July 24, 2003, the textile/fiber industry filed petitions to invoke the special textile China safeguard and dramatically slow the surge of Chinese imports that are destroying tens of thousands of textile jobs.   





Congressmen Goode, Coble, Spratt and Pascrell are circulating a letter in support of the China safeguard that will be sent to the President.  Please personally intervene with the President and tell him the China safeguard is critical if the U.S. textile and apparel industry is to be saved.








