





September 5, 2003

Mr. Andy Thompson

Dear Andy:

The issue is manufacturing jobs in the United States.  Need I say more?

There have been 2.6 million manufacturing jobs lost in the United States since President Bush took office, 300,000 jobs lost in textiles and apparel. But I think you’ll agree that Republicans and Democrats alike have done little to stop the exporting of jobs.

A coalition of textile and apparel companies and workers called AMTAC is spearheading an effort to draw the line in the sand with China.

Under the World Trade Organizations current agreement, to which the United States and China  are parties, the United States can enact quotas on imports from any country if it is shown that the dumping of low cost products is causing serious job loss and economic disruption.  No new legislation needs to be passed. Implementation of the safeguard provision is by executive action. The President can do it at any time.  A petition has already been filed by the textile industry with the Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements (CITA) but no action has been taken.

It is now up to us to bring pressure on elected officials to pursuade the President to enact the safeguard provision.

This is most certainly, by all accounts, our last chance.  I cannot overstate the importance of acting on this issue now.  AMTAC Experts claim that if current trends continue, 1,300 more textile and apparel plants will close over the next 2 ½ years.

Sincerely, 

Claude Simon

