	It is right and appropriate that the Democratic Party should occasionally lose power. It is fitting that they should remain the party of the underdog.


	The Democratic Party is essentially a party of the minority, not in the sense of racial minority, but in the broader sense of minority opinion.   It is the party that is the catch all for peoples and groups who could otherwise be effectively disenfranchised by a tyrannical majority.  The Party  elicits a tacit agreement from its constituents that they will support other divergent party members whose minority opinions are similarly threatened by a tyrannical majority.


	It is also the party of those who,  while not minorities themselves, recognize the humanity of  protecting minority rights. These are so-called Liberals.  Therein lies the derivation of 'political correctness' which is to say that fairness and correctness dictates that all minority opinions should be protected and respected and incorporated into the government through representation.  Their most effective strategy involves appeal to minority opinions and appeal to the fundamental fairness of representative government.


	The Republican Party is a party of the majority.  There is an underlying thesis that everyone should do what the majority wants them to do.  President Bush called the millions of pre-war protesters "focus groups" without apology. The party consistently portrays its opposition as “minorities” using such phrases as "out of touch with mainstream America".  Their platform is based on the thesis that "majority rules".  Their most effective strategies involve a portrayal of the opposition as minority opinion.


	Because of this fundamental difference in the thesis of each party, labels such as "conservative Democrat" and "compassionate conservative" do not embody the principals of the respective parties.


	If and when the Democratic Party has so successfully fulfilled its obligation to any minority opinion thus represented, the newly enfranchised member becomes vulnerable to the appeal of the Republican Party.  This is why the Republican propaganda machine is so significant. It can sway voters by convincing them that they are not in the minority or by reminding them that their fellow Democrats in other minorities are not worthy of mutual support. It is much easier to convince someone that they should act in their own self interest than it is to convince someone that they should care about someone else.  It is however very difficult to convince someone who has been enlightened by compassion alone that its time to stop caring. True Liberals are Democrats for life as long as the party remains the party of the underdog.  The 'neo-cons' are an enigma best explained by personal ambition. 


	The success of the Republican Party rests mostly on capturing Democratic voters through propaganda. Consider the numbers of military, police and fire department personnel captured through patriotism propaganda. Consider the numbers of soccer moms, elderly and jewish voters swayed by security issues. Consider the number of black voters in the military or  Christian blacks captured.  Consider military contractor employees.  Consider veterans who were swayed by swiftboat.


	The lesson here is quite simple. Some have suggested that by making centrist compromises, Democrats can once again rise to power. But the goal of the Democratic Party must not be the rise to power as an end but only as a means to protect its constituents from the tyranny of the majority.  The end of the Democratic Party's presence in our government will be a welcome signal that it has succeeded and is no longer needed.  This is not set to happen soon.


	The strategy of the Democratic Party should be to enhance its image as the underdog party.  Put a human face on the oppressor and the oppressed. Win back minorities who have had momentary lapses of compassion.  Educate Americans about the importance of representative government, checks and balances.  Warn Americans about the danger of fascism.  Get the Republicans to say what they mean.   Democrats do it all the time. Get the Republicans to say, "We are a party of the majority, if you're not in the majority, we are not concerned about your opinion and your rights and we don't want to hear your complaints."  


	"Wife Swap" is a television program where 2 wives of different backrounds trade places for a week.  A recent episode swapped a conservative Christian Republican (black) wife married to a white man of similar beliefs with a white lesbian woman living with her partner.   In the end, the lesbian woman forced the conservative woman to say what she thought. With tears in her eyes the lesbian woman said, "I don't understand why people like you have to hurt people like us.".  She had effectively stripped her detractor's veneer of civility and the moment was won.  This is a  lesson.


	The interesting thing about tyranny is that if you experience it, you suddenly understand the rights of others similarly situated.


	The courts.  Republicans have begun of late questioning the action of the judiciary.  Of course they are. The courts are where minority opinions are jealously guarded.  Claims from advocates of judicial deneutering consider the courts an obstacle to the implementation of majority rule.  They cite the fact that judges have 'too much power for an unelected official'.  Yes, that's the point. Even the conservative Chief Justice of the United States recognizes that the judiciary must be independent.  This is constitutional law 101.


	In short, Democrats fail to build the necessary coalition to win the Presidency because they failed to adequately represent their constituents. Moves to the right will further deteriorate their base.





Issues:





Abortion:  remain pro choice. Make anti abortionists understand that everyone is anti abortion and that they can do what they want AND that others should be able to do what they want to.





Church and State: Draw a line in the sand for the sake of democracy.  Religion is not the business of government.











